
GATHERING FOR THE WORD 
Let us take this time to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare for worship. 

* Please stand if able  Plain text = Leader    Bold text = People 
 

PRELUDE  Precious Lord, Take My Hand  Traditional Spiritual 
    Arr. Fred Bock 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  The Rev. Dr. Laura S. Sugg 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand)  Based on Psalm 98 

Sing to the Lord a new song,  Elder 

  For God alone is Lord of all. 
Break into joyous songs of praise, 

 Let all the earth celebrate and rejoice. 
For our God comes in victory, 

 With righteousness and justice for all. 
   

*HYMNS  God of the Sparrow No. 272 
    

PRAYER FOR RENEWAL (Be seated)  Elder 
Let us pray: 

   Loving God, you are Sovereign over all our days.  

When the winds of faith blow strong and our spirits are invigorated, you are 

with us.  When the burdens of life seem oppressive as humid hot air and 

our spirits become listless, you are with us. When a sense of calm purpose 

moves us from the depths of our being, you are present. And when a 

turbulence of confusion or pain storms within us, you are present still.  

   Forgive us when we neglect to acknowledge or to rely upon your 

steadfast love. Sometimes we do not want to see you. At other times we try 

stubbornly to do without you. Sometimes we lock you in the past as if your 

best efforts were concluded long ago. At other times we put you off until 

tomorrow. Great God, forgive us, and grant us the wisdom to trust you, the 

courage to serve you. Through Jesus Christ, Amen  
 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE  Isaiah 43:1, 19 

Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you. Elder 
I have called you by name; you are mine. 

God is doing a new thing; now it springs forth! 

By the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen.  
 

* SUNG RESPONSE (Stand as desired)  Blessed Assurance No. 341 refrain, see yellow insert 

This is my story, this is my song,  Praising my Savior all the day long; 

 This is my story, this is my song,  Praising my Savior all the day long. 

HEARING THE WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 Deacon 

 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC Think on Me Words and Music by Alicia Ann Scott 

   Katie Sakanai  

 

EPISTLE READING Hebrews 6:13-19  

 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN & YOUTH  
(As the children come forward, please join in singing.)  

This, this is where children belong, part of our family, part of our song.  

Be with us, pray with us, help us grow strong, this is where children belong.  
 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS  
(children & youth come forward with their backpacks)  (see yellow insert)  
 

SERMON  God and the Big Stuff of Life: Laura Sugg 

  Change 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Please Stand) Elder 

  We believe that God has created the world of space and time 

   to be the sphere of God’s dealings with humankind. 

In its beauty and vastness, sublimity and awfulness,  

   order and disorder, the world reflects to the eye of faith 

   the majesty and mystery of its Creator. 

We believe that God has created us 

   for personal relationship in which 

   we may respond to the love of the Creator. 

Life is a gift to be received with gratitude 

   and a task to be pursued with courage. 
—from The Confession of 1967 [9.16, 17] 

 

* HYMN  Turn, Turn, Turn see yellow insert for lyrics 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER  (words to the Lord’s Prayer below) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy Kingdom come,  

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day, our daily 

bread; And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



 

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING   
 

OFFERTORY There Is A Balm in Gilead Traditional Spiritual 
   Arr. Fred Bock 
 

* PRESENTATION OF OFFERING   No. 147, see insert 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, (2x) 

Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 

Creator, Word, and Spirit one.  Alleluia, (5x) 
 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

O God, through the offering of these gifts  

  may we become a more open people…  

  open-minded in hearing your Word and wisdom,  

  open-hearted in healing a broken world,  

  open-handed in heeding your call for justice and enacted love.  

With thanks for all good gifts, we present a portion of our substance  

  and the whole of ourselves. Amen. 
 

* HYMN God Be with You Till We Meet Again No. 540, see yellow insert 
  

* CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
   

* SUNG CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE     No. 398 v. 1, see insert 

 There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, 

 And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord; 

 There are sweet expressions on each face, 

 And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 

 Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

 Stay right here with us, Filling us with Your love; 

 And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise. 

 Without we’ll know that we have been revived  

 When we shall leave this place. 
 

POSTLUDE  Marching to Zion Robert Lowry 
   Arr. Pepper Choplin 
 

Please come to Fellowship Hall for refreshments and conversation. 
 

 
 

 
 

WPC Mission Statement 
To worship God through faith and action, 

To nurture the spirit of Jesus Christ in each of us, 
To be an extended family to all, 

And to serve the community 
through programs, education, and prayer. 
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