
Third Sunday of Advent: Joy  December 15, 2019 

GATHERING FOR THE WORD 
Let us take this time to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare for worship. 

* Please stand if able  Plain text = Leader Bold text = People 
 

PRELUDE  Watchman, Tell Us Of The Night Arr. James Mansfield 
   Organ/Piano Duet, Betty Niquette, piano   
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  The Rev. Dr. Laura S. Sugg 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES  (to The Holly and the Ivy tune) 
(Candle lighters come forward during the song) 

1. A candle burning brightly, can cheer the darkest night, 

And these candles tell how Jesus Christ came to bring a dark world light. 

2. So Lord of all, we thank you for all that you have done, 

And for all that you have given us through the coming of your Son. 
  

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  WRPC children & Linda Valo 
 On this day we bear witness to the light of Christ  

   with all the faithful of every time and place:  With… 
The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory. 

Let us worship together. Alleluia! 
  

* HYMN   Watchman, Tell Us of the Night  No. 20 
 

CALL TO PRAYER & PRAYER FOR RENEWAL (Be seated)  Elder 
Surely God is our salvation. Have faith, and do not be afraid. Isaiah 12:2 

   Trusting in God’s tender mercy, let us pray together… 

Advent God, 

You enter into our weary world  

   to lift up the lowly and fill the hungry,  

   to establish equity throughout the earth.  

Yet, like perplexed prophets and doubting disciples,  

   we scarcely believe that you can right the world.  

We see suffering and sorrow and sin  

   and wonder if creation is beyond repair.  

But you hold out healing, wholeness, and hope. 

You promise to drive out despair and free us from debilitating fear. 

Broaden our imaginations,    that we might conceive of communities  

   where all people thrive and embody your vision of shalom.  

Expand our hearts,  

   that we might see the extraordinary in our  

     midst and embrace the everlasting joy you bring.  

Make us prophets of the world you are bringing to birth, 

   that we might prepare a way before you and welcome you with gladness! 
(A time for silent prayer)

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE Isa. 35:1, 10 
Amen. The wilderness will rejoice; the dry land will blossom. 
The people of God will return with joy and singing. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God   
 

SUNG RESPONSE Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus No. 1 verse 3 only 

   Born Thy people to deliver, Born a child and yet a King, 

  Born to reign in us forever; Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35:1-10 Pg. 678 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   
     

ANTHEM Awake the Voice, Awake the String! words by Robert Herrick 
  Joni Beetem, flute Music by Audrey Snyder 
    

 

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 11:2-11 Pgs. 10-11 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   Deacon 
   

TIME FOR CHILDREN (As the children come forward, please join in singing.)  

 This, this is where children belong, part of our family, part of our song. 

 Be with us, pray with us, help us grow strong, this is where children belong. 
 

SERMON  Desert Bloom Laura Sugg
  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Please stand as you are able)              Elder 

In everlasting love, 

   the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people 

   to bless all families of the earth. 

Hearing their cry, 

   God delivered the children of Israel 

   from the house of bondage. 

Loving us still, 

   God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. 

Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, 

   like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, 

   God is faithful still. Amen.  
  —from A Brief Statement of Faith (1991) 
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION  Ann Ludvigsen 
 

* HYMN Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  No. 48 
 
 



PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER Front of Hymnal Pg. 16 
(Pray, “Forgive us our sins…”) 

INVITATION TO OFFERING  Hebrews 10:10 

We are called to be a living body, seeking God’s will in the world. 
Let us offer our lives to the Lord. 
 

OFFERTORY What Child is This (English melody) 

   Joni Beetem, flute Arr. Judy Nishimura 
 

* PRESENTATION OF OFFERING No. 23 refrain only 

  Glo―ria in excelsis Deo. Glo―ria in excelsis Deo. 
 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION    
Heaven and earth are yours, O Lord,                1 Chronicles 29:11, 14 

and of your own we give you. 

Through your goodness 

   you have blessed us with these gifts: 

   our selves, our time, and our possessions. 

Use us, and what we have gathered, 

   in feeding the world with your love; 

    through the one who gave himself for us, 

     Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

* HYMN  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  No. 9 
 

* CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
 

* SUNG CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:  Christ, Be Our Light!  

 
   

POSTLUDE God Rest You Merry Gentlemen Arr. Lani Smith 
   Organ/Piano Duet, Betty Niquette, piano  
  

Thanks to flutist, Joni Bettem for sharing her music talents with us today! 
Please come through to Fellowship Hall for refreshments and conversation. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

WPC Mission Statement 
To worship God through faith and action, 

To nurture the spirit of Jesus Christ in each of us, 
To be an extended family to all, 

And to serve the community 
through programs, education, and prayer. 
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