
 
 

 

 
 

Dear Wheat Ridge Family,  
As I write this, we are right in the middle of Advent moving swiftly toward Christmas and the 

turning of the calendar year. Are you like me and enjoy the exhale of Epiphany on January 6 (or the 
Sunday close to it, in 2020, it is January 5)?  Gone are the days when most American Christians 
celebrated the 12 Days of Christmas instead of decking the halls the day after Halloween, or as many 
of us do, the weekend of Thanksgiving.  Even as late as the 1950’s it was common to go get a tree 
Christmas Eve and decorate it that night.  The tree stayed up through the 12 Days of Christmas—
through Epiphany, that is.  I confess that my decorations stay up way into January (and more than 
one year, Valentine’s Day was the impetus for packing everything up—one of the virtues or problems 
with artificial versus real greens:-). It is cliché for a pastor to bemoan the busyness of the season, so 
let me just say that like many of you, I feel a bit rushed until Christmas Day itself.  That is when my 
vacation usually begins and I can enjoy family time as well as more quiet to reflect on the significance 
of Christmas in my own life.   

If you were in worship on December 15, you heard me read an entry from Walter Brueggemann’s 
2017 Advent Devotional, Celebrate Abundance.  That entry was about that day’s gospel lesson about 
Jesus and John the Baptist.  I’d like to share another entry; this time 
for the Seventh Day of Christmas (December 31st.). As a biblical 
scholar and theologian, he is sensitive to the corrupting powers in 
the world. Echoing the prophets of the Bible, Brueggemann calls me 
to question my loyalties.  Are they truly to the creating, redeeming, 
and sustaining God?  As we begin a year that holds great potential 
and vulnerability, a year of seeking “20/20” vision, hear these words 
from Celebrate Abundance: 

“On this seventh day of Christmas we remember how the news 
of “Emmanuel” reached Jerusalem, citadel of power, wealth, and 
control. King Herod was hunkered down there in fear, caught 
between Roman supervision and potential Jewish uprising. He 
received news of the birth with lethal anxiety. 

We confess to you, dear Christ Child, that we are much in the 
same boat. We also, as we are able, gather in our citadels of power, 
wealth, and control. We count on 

a strong economy,  
a dominant military, and 
a patriotic orthodoxy.  

We are fearful and resist any glint of newness. 
Even so, we cannot take our eyes off the scene in Bethlehem. We know, down below our anxiety, 

that some—thing decisive has changed. We know that this baby brings promises that Herod cannot 
void. The baby brings demands that we cannot evade. Even in our paralyzing anxiety, we keep an 
eye on the baby who comes as threat and possibility. Amen.” 

Peace,  Laura 
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SESSION:  Next meets Thursday January 9 or 16, 2020 at 7:00pm   Definite date set at a later time. 

A new item to be found in the pew racks is Online Giving Pew Cards.  Information about this will 
be by announcements, e-mail and newsletter. 
 The Session at its last meeting of the year worked on the shortfall occurring in the 2019 budget.  
So far, the “bare bones” budget for 2020 has also been projected with a shortfall and will be the 
main item of business at the January meeting.  The session plans to have an approved 2020 
budget to present to the congregation at the annual meeting on February 23, 2020.   As 2019 
ends it would be a good time to check if your pledge for 2019 is fulfilled, and that you have turned in a pledge 
for 2020.  May the New Year bring peace, joy, happiness, and the sharing of friendship to all.    
 

Ruth B., 
Clerk of Session 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The WRPC staff THANK all of you who sent 

cards and gave treats to warm the season. 
Laura  

Linda V. 
Julie P. 
Katie S. 

Eileen G. 
Betsy S. 
Jenny G. 

 

HOLIDAY CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
The church office will be closed Christmas Day 

and the day after Christmas. The week of New 

Year’s the Church office will be closed  
There will also be no mid-week E-Posts these 
weeks.  

 

CHURCH STAFF GIFT 
Instead of swapping gifts and cards with each 
other, the staff gave money to various wonderful 
charities including The Action Center, Ralston 
House, Community Table, and other charities in 
honor of their fellow staff members. 
____________________________________________________ 

DEACONS                               
A CARING REMINDER FROM THE DEACONS:  

Thanks so much to all of you that sent cards to 

our homebound members for the Christmas 
season.  
If your family suffers a loss or 
illness, or you would like to 
request prayer, please contact:  
Laura 303-422-2355 (church) 
or 720-471-0751 (cell) 
Church Office, 303-422-2354  
Prayer Chain: Betty N. 
Deacon Chair: Lori G. 
Please call Betty N. if you would like to be part of 
the Prayer Chain.  Thank you. 

PRAYER CHAIN – Prayer Chain is quick way to 

have your prayer concerns passed on to part of 
the church family and enables the church to 
support you more rapidly in your time of need.  

 

Deacons next meet January 12th at 11:35 a.m. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

WORSHIP 
• Things looked so beautiful here at 

WRPC for Advent and Christmas. 

Thanks so much to all who 
participated in the Advent Festival 
and Hanging of the Greens  

• The pink, red and white poinsettias 
brightened our beautiful Sanctuary and many 
thanks to our gifted musicians and guest 
musicians at WRPC for special music in 
December. 

• For supporting our homebound members, 
thanks to the deacons who prepared 
Christmas holiday bags, to everyone that 
delivered them and to all who sent cards to 
these dear folks.  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

CONGRATULATIONS, MAXINE! 
Maxine receives the Highland West 

Community 2019 volunteer of the year award. 
Maxine receiving flowers and certificate of 
appreciation as volunteer extraordinaire.  

 
(Picture, courtesy of Laura S.) 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
• WRPC’s annual multigenerational Advent 

Festival on December 7th was attended by 

over 60 people, along with them and the help 
of volunteer’s the Fellowship Hall was filled 
with the sights and sounds of Advent, when it 
was transformed into a joyful Christmas 
experience, as the children’s Christmas tree 
and bulletin boards were adorned with festive 
decorations. Everyone enjoyed making 
different holiday crafts. We were also treated 
to a delightful brunch made by loving hands 
and ended with some delicious cookies and an 
amazing ice cream cake from Dairy Queen, 

thank you Sean! 

• Our program this year was “A Christmas to 
Remember”. With this presentation everyone 
got a glimpse of the special ways members of 
our congregation have experienced and 
celebrate Christmas and its traditions, not only 
here in our country, but countries all over the 
world. 

• As the new year begins, we are preparing for 
more youth and other special events. Stay 
tuned for more dates and times… 

•  We are also extremely blessed to have so 

many hard-working volunteers and we want 

to thank everyone who gave so much of 

their time and talents.  We would never be 

able to have the spring event, VBS, Advent 

Festival, youth group events, Kids 

Kingdom, Time with Children and Youth 

each Sunday morning without these 

excellent volunteers, and we are very 
appreciative!    
 Grace and peace, 
 Linda 

________________________________________________________________________ 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 
Cal J.     Jan. 3 
Eileen G.  Jan. 5 
Laura L.  Jan. 12 
Bonnie E.  Jan. 17 
Wendell G.  Jan. 18 
Ron J.  Jan. 26 
Emily L.  Jan. 27 

 
and if we have missed your birthday please notify 
the church office @ 303-422-2354. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Ridge Ringers  
Practices resume 7:00 pm 

Wednesdays on January 15. 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
• A special thank-you to everyone who joined in 

our Christmas Joy Offering in December.  
Our gifts make a real difference in the lives of 
our church leaders, past, present and future! 

• As we go into the new year, a reminder that we 

do have the option of Online Giving at 

WRPC. This can be done through our 

website and now worshippers who may not 
have checks or cash with them on Sunday can 

still give with a smartphone. An attractive 

card in the pew rack has a "quick 

response" or QR code so you can link 

directly with WRPC's congregational giving 

page that is managed by the Presbyterian 
Foundation and their secure site: 
"eservicepayments.com." People who give 
electronically may also use the pew card as an 
act of worship by placing it in the offering plate. 
If you have questions let the Stewardship 
Committee members know and a 
knowledgeable "point person" will get in touch 
with you to assist.  Thank you for all of the 
ways you give to the WRPC ministry! 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

WRPC BRIDGE GROUP 
meets Wednesday, January 15 at 1:00 pm. Eileen 

is hosting this month. Please RSVP so that she 
knows how many tables to setup. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WHIZ KIDS TUTORING:  
WHIZ KIDS - are starting our second semester 
the 13th of January. It seems that the first 

semester flew by, so it 
may be the same for this 
one, too. The children had 
a grand time at the party 

last month and I thank you all for your generosity 
in providing gifts so we know everyone had 
something on Christmas day. 
 

It is with regret and a heavy heart that I am 
announcing that this is my last year as 
coordinator of the WRPC Whiz Kids. I have loved 
every minute (well almost every one) in directing 
this program, but I feel that with my current health 
challenges I need to ease up on my obligations. I 
am announcing this now so that, hopefully, 
someone will step up to take over for me. I will be 
available the remainder of this school year to train 
and will be around next year to help, advise or 
anything that a new coordinator may need. 
 

Please search your hearts and prayerfully 
consider whether this is something you could do.  
 

Betsy S., Coordinator 
 

Whiz Kids attends Nuggets game Sat., Jan. 11 



MISSION 
• Mission Committee won’t meet in January. 

• In worship on Sunday, January 12, there 
will be a Minute for Mission about the 

Presbyterian arm of Habitat for Humanity, 

The Carpenter’s Helpers.  We are 
members of this mission partnership along with 
Arvada, Calvary, Central, Littleton, North 
Highland, St. Andrew, St. James, Shepherd of the 
Hills, Trinity, and Wellshire Presbyterian 
churches.  This will be presented by Jeanne 
Fischetti, Director of Sponsorships for Habitat for 
Humanity of Metro Denver. 

• From The Action Center: …A huge thank you to 
all of you who participated in the sock drive. Their 
goal…was to collect 10,587 pairs.  They collected 
a whopping 37,556 pairs. Thanks so much for all 
who participated here at WRPC especially to 
Nancy R. 

• With the Christmas Crunch, you may have not 
had a chance to donate to Mission’s Giving Tree 
in Fellowship Hall for the clients of Senior Support 
Services, so it will be up until after Christmas 

(Sunday, January 5). Please don’t wrap these 

gifts. Suggested items include warm socks, 

gloves/mittens, warm caps/hats, underwear, 

slippers—new items and all adult sizes 
primarily for men but Senior Support also helps 
some women living in downtown hotels. 

• At WRPC we honor tradition so, in keeping with 

tradition, Mission will once again have a “Red, 

White, and Chocolate” luncheon on Sunday 

Feb. 16 to benefit Uplift Internationale and their 
work repairing cleft lips and palates 
for children in the Philippines.  The 
Red is Bob R.’s famous red spaghetti 
sauce; the White is the pasta; and 
Chocolate is a chocolate dessert 

buffet.   Plans are also being made for a Corned 

Beef and fixings St. Patrick’s luncheon on 

Sunday, March 15) to benefit the Presbytery 

Mission Partnership, The Carpenter’s Helpers. 
For more details about this group see the point 
about the January 12 Minute for Mission above. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SATURDAY AM WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 

and BIBLE STUDY is January 11th at 8:30 am 

Breakfast followed by the lesson here at WPC. 

Please RSVP to Eileen G.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SINGLE LADIES LUNCH  
Keep checking upcoming E-Post 
and bulletin announcements for 
details on the Single Ladies Lunch. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

.

PRAYER REQUESTS & 

NOTES OF THANKSGIVING 
With Concern . . . 

Prayers for Jo Ann’s son, David, 
who fell and fractured seven ribs in mid-December 
followed by surgery December 19. 

With Sympathy . . . 

Prayers for Jane E. Her husband, Neil died in the 
early morning on Friday, Dec. 13 at Collier Hospice.  
His health had declined rapidly over the past two 
months. Prayers, notes, and perhaps phone calls of 
condolence are very much appreciated.  

With Thanksgiving. . . 

• Lori G. needed no surgery after a nasty fall and 

Karen P. is recovering well after a nasty fall 
and broken ankle in late November.  

• From Maxine F. “I was so touched by the 
sentiment (receiving certificate of appreciation 
from Highland West Community as volunteer 
extraordinaire) and flowers that I received from 
the resident councils at Highland West 
Community.  These residents are so loving and 
appreciative of all of the support that we give 
them.  I could not do all that I have been able to 
do for them if it was not for the support that I get 
from my church family.  You are all a part of this 
mission, from the time you give to serve with 
me, the cooking to support their bake sales and 
just all the love and encouragement that you 
show to them any time that you can share with 
them.  I also can not forget the thanks that I 
owe to Julie, Katie and the choirs for always 
being so willing to give of their time and talents 
to do concerts.  Know that you all make a 
difference.  Thank you, Maxine.” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

MOVIE NIGHT AT WRPC!  

 See movie Bridge to Terabithia on Saturday, 

January 25 at the church. Keep checking 
upcoming announcements for 
further details. From Wikipedia 
“…Bridge to Terabithia is a 2007 
American coming-of-age fantasy 
adventure film…based on 
Katherine Paterson's 1977 novel 
of the same name. (It) tells the 
story of bullied kids Jesse 
Aarons and Leslie Burke, 12-year-old neighbors 
who create a fantasy world called Terabithia and 
spend their free time together in an abandoned 
tree house.” Laura will be preaching on the book 
on Sunday, January 26. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

            1 Happy New Year! 

 

2 

 

3 4 

   --Church office closed--- 

No Ridge Ringers Practice 

--Church office closed--- --Church office closed---  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

No  Choir Practice 

No Church School   

10:00 am Epiphany 

Worship (Communion; 

wear Nametags) 

11:15 am Fellowship Time 

 

 8:30 am 4-F  

 

10:45 am Staff meeting 

 

4:00–5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

 

 

 

No Ridge Ringers Practice  

 

 

 

7:00 pm Session meeting 

or the 16th”  

9:30 am China Painters  8:30 am Sat. AM 

Women’s 

Breakfast/Bible Study  

 

Whiz Kids Nuggets 

Game 

12  13 14 15 16 17 18 

 8:30 am Choir Practice 

8:45 am Church School 

for All Ages 

10:00 am Worship 
11:05 am Fellowship Time  

11:40 am Deacons mtg 

 

 

3:30-5 pm Whiz Kids 

Tutoring 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

 

1:00 pm WPC Bridge 

Group hosted by Eileen 
 

7:00 pm Ridge Ringers 

Practice 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Session meeting 

or the 9th” 

  

 

 

19 20 Martin Luther King Day 21 22 23 24 25 

8:30 am Choir Practice 

8:45 am Church School 

for All Ages 

10:00 am Worship  

11:05 am Fellowship 

Time 

 

Church office closed 

No Whiz Kids Tutoring  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Ridge Ringers 

Practice 

  

 

 

 

Movie night at WRPC!  

 

26 

8:30 am Choir Practice 

8:45 am Church School 

for All Ages 

10:00 am Worship  

11:05 am Fellowship 

11:45 Single Ladies 

Lunch 

 
1 

27 

 

3:30-5pm Whiz Kids 

Tutoring 

 

28 

 

4:00–5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

29 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Ridge Ringers 

Practice 

30` 31  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church 
9180 W. 38th Avenue 
Wheat Ridge CO 80033 
________________ 
 

Phone:  303.422.2354 
Fax: 303.456.0533 
Web: www.wrpres.org 
Email: Jenny@WRPres.org 

_______________________________________________________________ 


