
GATHERING FOR THE WORD 
 

Let us take this time to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare for worship. 

* Please stand if able  Plain text = Leader Bold text = People 
 

PRELUDE  Trumpet Tune Jean-Joseph Mouret 
    Arr. Patricia Lou Harris 
     

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  The Rev. Dr. Laura S. Sugg 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand if able)  Elder 
Praise God, all people! 

 Praise the Lord, all creation! 
Whales doing back flips in the air, 
squid and octopi dancing on the ocean floor; 

 giant redwoods stretching to the sky, 

 tomato vines cuddling around a stake. 
Mountains blocking the sunrise, 
moles tunneling through our front lawns; 

 5-year-olds sitting in a story-time circle, 

 grandparents singing 'their song.' 
Sage decorating our backyard, 
grass growing faster than our children; 

 seals getting a suntan on the rocks, 

 teenagers knotted together at church. 

 Praise the Lord, all creation! 
  Let us worship God. 
   

* HYMN   Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  No. 464 
 

CALL TO PRAYER & PRAYER FOR RENEWAL (Be seated)  Elder 
     We show others who we are by the lives we lead, the words we speak, the actions 
we undertake.  Let us confess how we have not been God's little children, when we 
fail to love as we have been loved.  Let us pray together… 

     Who are we to get in your way, Holy God?  We put people into neat, little 

boxes, but you rip them open, so folks can dance in your joy. We imprison 

others with our unmet expectations, and you set them free with a Word. We 

build walls around those we don't know and you tear them down fear by fear, 

so your children can run wild in the kingdom. 

     Who are we to get in your way, Saving Power, especially in the way of your 

forgiveness offered to all! Give us your vision that sees everyone as equal—

forgiven, graced, loved—even as we seek to follow our Lord and Savior,  

Jesus Christ. 
 

(A time for silent prayer)

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE   
 Amen. We know who God is by the love shown to us in Christ Jesus. 

We will show others who we are—and Whose we are—by the love poured out 

by our lives.  Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! Amen. 
 

* SUNG RESPONSE (Stand as desired.)  Tune: Bring a Torch 

     Love has come: a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 

   See all heaven has come to proclaim it; hear how their song of joy arises: 

  Love! Love! Born unto you a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to God on High. 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 

GOSPEL READING  Luke 18:9-17 Pgs. 76-77 
  The word of the Lord.   

     Thanks be to God.  
     

SPECIAL MUSIC Be Still My Soul Jean Sibelius 
 Barbara Stimson and Belinda Smiley, soloists lyrics by Katharina von Schlegel 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING   Revelation 21:1-6, 22-25 Pgs. 249-250 
  The Word of the Lord  Deacon 

     Thanks be to God. 
 

TIME FOR CHILDREN (As the children come forward, please join in singing.)  

 This, this is where children belong, part of our family, part of our song. 

 Be with us, pray with us, help us grow strong, this is where children belong. 
 

SERMON  Novel Insights:  Bridge to Terabithia Laura Sugg 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Please stand)  Elder 
  The Apostles’ Creed (traditional) Front of Hymnal Pg. 14 
 

* HYMN  What a Friend We Have in Jesus  No. 403 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER  Front of Hymnal, Pg. 16 
(Pray, “Forgive us our sins…”) 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING  Isaiah 58:11 
Like a spring whose waters never fail,  
     God calls us to share what we have received.   
Let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God. 

 

OFFERTORY More Love to Thee Arr. David Hegarty 
 



* PRESENTATION OF OFFERING  

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,   

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

 Loving God, we give thanks for all you have given to us and  
    praise you for your astounding goodness.   

Receive the dedication of our hearts, minds, and bodies  

     for the ministry of your church.   

Bless our offering for the work of your beloved community,  

     and give us wisdom for the right use of all you have provided,  

     through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

* HYMN  We Are Marching in the Light of God  STF No. 2235-B 

   (sing twice) 
 

* CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
 

* SUNG CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Traditional Spiritual 

  This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. (3X)  

  Let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine! 
 

POSTLUDE Processional of Joy, Based on, Ode to Joy Ludwig van Beethoven 

    Arr. Hal H. Hopson 
    

Please come through to Fellowship Hall for refreshments and conversation. 
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WRPC Mission Statement 
To worship God through faith and action, 

to nurture the spirit of Jesus Christ in each of us, 
to be an extended family to all, 

and to serve the community 
through programs, education, and prayer. 

mailto:Jenny@WRPres.org
http://www.wrpres.org/
mailto:Laura@WRPres.org

