
 
 

 

 
 

 

    
Dear Wheat Ridge Family,  

In last month’s newsletter, I wrote about how we are ministering NOW, discerning what is NEXT, 
and also living the IN-BETWEEN.  During Lent, we will be pondering what wilderness—wilder•ness—
“state of the wild”—means in our discipleship.  Here in Colorado, that term wilderness may be less 
frightening than it seems to others, but for many of us, it implies risk.  I will be using resources this Lent  
from a group of Presbyterian pastors and artists called “A Sanctified Art” www.sanctifiedart.org 
(including the beautiful artwork above).  Here is what they write about this Lenten wilderness journey: 

 

 
“Lent begins in the wilderness. The Spirit guides Jesus into the wilderness where 
he comes face to face with temptation and struggle. Yet, in his forty days of fasting, 
resisting, and wandering, Jesus is shaped and formed for his ministry. Similarly, 
through the wilderness of Lent, we are invited to surrender to the wild leadings of the 
Spirit. We rarely enter the wilderness willingly, but hopefully through our wandering 
we remember who we are and whose we are. The wilderness can become sacred even 
if it remains dangerous. There is no wilderness space too harsh or threatening for 
God’s love. This Lent, we welcome you to the journey. 
 

Guiding Questions For Each Scripture Text: 
• What is the physical or metaphorical wilderness in this text? 
• What does this scripture teach us about the wilderness? 
• How does the wilderness shape those who journey through it? 
• Where is God in the wilderness? 
 

 

 
 

There are no better soul friends with which to share this wilderness journey than our WRPC family. I 
am relying on our collective wisdom and discernment as we travel the Lenten, sometimes-unmarked 
trails. 

Peace,  Laura  

March 2020 

http://www.sanctifiedart.org/


 

 

SESSION- Meets Thursday, March 12 at 7:00 pm 

  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DEACONS 

A CARING REMINDER FROM THE DEACONS:  If 
your family suffers a loss or illness, or you would like 
to request prayer, please contact:  
Laura 303-422-2355 (church) 
Church Office, 303-422-2354  
Prayer Chain, Betty N. 
Deacon Chair: Lori G. 

PRAYER CHAIN – Prayer Chain is quick way to 
have your prayer concerns 
passed on to part of the church 
family and enables the church 
to support you more rapidly in 
your time of need.  
 

Deacons next meet Sunday, March 8, following 

Fellowship Time. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 

SPRING AHEAD! 

Set your clocks an hour ahead 

late Saturday night, March 7 

for Sunday, March 8. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOVEL INSIGHTS SERMON SERIES 
Laura will be preaching on a book once every two 
months or so and invites all to read or re-read these 
books for a deeper experience. The next book will be 
Plainsong by Kent Haruf.  For a number of reasons, 
Laura has postponed preaching on the novel 

Plainsong.  Instead of March 15, she plans to 

preach on it Sunday, April 26. Other novels in the 
order of when they’ll be discussed include in May, 
The Color Purple by Alice Walker, in June/July, 
Gilead by Marilynne Robinson and in Aug./Sept., A 
Gesture Life by Chang-Rae Lee. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WORSHIP 

 
• Lenten Devotionals We've ordered devotional 

booklets for Lent this year, and they are available 
on the table in the Narthex. Please take one for 
your prayer and devotional time through this 
Lenten season. There are only 30 copies so get 
your booklet soon! Sunday is the first Sunday of 
Lent.  

• Look for Easter Plant order information coming 

soon. 

• March 29 Combined Worship Service & Potluck 

with Arvada Presbyterian Church at Arvada 
Presbyterian Church (see Laura’s blue textbox on 
previous page).  

• Holy week begins Sunday, April 5th with 

Palm/Passion Sunday - Procession of the Choir 
with Sunday School Children and distribution of 
palms. 

• April 9 is a Maundy Thursday Intergenerational 

Soup Dinner and Service.  

It will be a simple soup dinner provided by the 

Worship Committee in Fellowship Hall at 6:00 

pm.  The Maundy Thursday service will be in the 

sanctuary at 7:00 pm.   

• April 12 -is Easter Sunday - See further details in 
upcoming announcements. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY & BREAKFAST 

March 14th 8:30 a.m. breakfast 

followed by lesson. Please RSVP to 

Eileen so she can bring enough 
study materials. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

What is happening with Arvada Presbyterian Church? 
As most of you know, our brothers and sisters at Arvada Presbyterian Church (APC) have 

decided to sell their building.  They are not closing but are looking to merge with a 
Presbyterian congregation (moving into that church’s building) to create a new congregation 
that still honors the heritages of both churches.  They have narrowed it down to either our 

congregation or Trinity Presbyterian Church.  Look for more details in the next weeks about 

the Session’s plan for an internal WRPC congregational, small-group process to discern 
together about whether and how this might happen if Arvada “chooses” WRPC. 

In the meantime, save the date for when the WRPC family travels the 2.8 miles to  

APC to worship there at 10am on Sunday, March 29 with a potluck afterward.   
More details on all this soon! 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
This year’s APCE conference in Little Rock, AR 

was again filled with informative workshops and 
meaningful worship services and plenaries, including 
a very powerful lecture by Elizabeth Eckford, one of 
the Little Rock Nine, a group of African American 
students who were enrolled at the Little Rock Central 
High School in 1957. 

Linda and author, Elisabeth Caldwell 
I was also fortunate to attend a workshop by  
Elizabeth Caldwell. Many of you may know that over 
the last two years I have been using a book called, 
“Growing in God’s Love” to help me create 
curriculum to go along with the lectionary, Elizabeth 
Caldwell is the author of this book.  I was able to talk 
to her and she was excited to learn how helpful her 
book has been with teaching our young ones.   

During the year one of our youth events include 
our youth purchasing supplies and assembling 
hygiene kits for Presbyterian Disaster Relief. In the 
past we have mailed our contribution to the 
distribution center in Little Rock, however since I was 
going to Little Rock, I decided to save postage and 
deliver the kits personally. On arrival, I was surprised 
to see that the distribution center is at a large camp 
called Ferncliff, a Presbyterian camp and conference 
center. It is very similar to our Highlands Camp. 

Ferncliff hosts a nature school,  
winter, spring, summer camp experiences for 
children and youth and retreat programs for adults. It 
is a beautiful area and if you ever have a chance to 
visit you will not be disappointed.  

Little Rock is a lovely city, the downtown area 
was filled with family owned shops and restaurants, 
everything was centrally located and easily 
accessible. And though the weather was not very 
sunny, the people of Little Rock were warm and 
welcoming. 
Grace and peace, Linda   

Christian Education highlights: 

• Christian Education meets Thu., March 12 at 6:00  

• We want to say thanks so much to all the youth and 
their parents and other helpers for their participation 

in a wonderful Youth Sunday service on February 

9th!  

• WRPC will offer Confirmation classes this spring. 

For more information please contact Linda V..  

• April 24th and 25th Friday and Saturday night April 
24-25 are planned as the annual Spring dinner and 
concert event more details coming soon! 

• June 22-26 VBS/Kamp Kidventure/ Drama Camp.  

Registration will be available by mid-March on 
the church website https://www.wrpres.org or contact 
Linda V. in mid-March to get an application, fill it out 
and return it to Linda or the office.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER   
One Great Hour of Sharing 

As noted, our Season of Lent will bring the 
very special opportunity for the One Great 
Hour of Sharing Offering.  In February we 

took a closer look at the first project supported by the 
Offering - the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
Program. This month we will focus on the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program. PHP works to 
alleviate hunger, but also works to eliminate the root 
causes of hunger. Last year 113 grant partners were 
supported with $925,960 in grants to make an impact 
in 23 countries including the U.S.  The Program also 
works with Presbytery Hunger Action Advocates, 
Hunger Action Congregations and Earth Care 
Congregations. The list of PHP projects is amazing; 
from 8 seed banks and 5 solar driers built 
internationally to 1000's of grams of vegetable seeds 
distributed in India and Kenya, 329 farms and 
gardens providing healthy food to families in need 
and 323 animals provided to vulnerable communities 
around the world.  The projects provide more and 
better food, create solidarity with people, and create 
more livable environments. The OGHS theme 
reminds us of Isaiah's words calling us to be 
"repairers of the breach, restorers of streets to live 
in" through this Special Offering. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SHOW SUPPORT FOR INCREASED EMERGENCY 

FOOD FUNDING 

Join Presbyterians at the Capitol Thursday, March 5 

from Noon to 1pm for Faithful Thursdays.  This 
Faithful Thursday is coordinated by folks from our 
presbytery—Laura Sugg is delivering the closing 
prayer, Kim Graber is offering a faith reflection, and 
there will be a “pop-up choir” to keep things lively!  
Go to www.faithfulthursdays.org or talk to a member 
of the Mission Committee or see the flyer posted 
outside the church office for more information. 
 

Ferncliff Camp 

http://www.faithfulthursdays.org/


MISSION  

• Meets Wednesday, March 4th at 2:00 pm  

• Thanks to all who participated in Mission’s 

Valentine’s Day Luncheon: Red, White, and 

Chocolate in February.  Your donations raised 

funds for Uplift Internationale. Uplift Internationale 
is a program where volunteer doctors, nurses, and 
other helpers fly to the Philippines and perform 
surgeries on rural Filipino children born with cleft 
palates. 

• Carpenter’s Helpers (Presbyterian arm of 
Habitat for Humanity) For the Volunteers from 

the Saturday February 8th's Habitat for 

Humanity (HFH) build. From Jeanne F. from 
HFH:  Thanks…for volunteering with Habitat for 
Humanity/Hands of the Carpenter! The home 

you helped to build is completed and we invite 

you to join us for a home dedication ceremony. 
You’ll have the opportunity to meet the family, 
hear them speak and tour the completed unit.  I 

hope you’re able to join us Tuesday, March 

3rd, 6:00 pm-7:30 pm, 2662 S. Decatur St., 
Denver, CO 80219.  Light refreshments will be 

served.  Please contact Crosby C. with any 
questions.  

• Wilbur Offering: You will have the 

opportunity to come forward during the 

final hymn, on Sunday, March 8 and 

give a special donation to Wilbur the 
piggy bank that feed hungry children in Wheat 
Ridge (Feed the Future) and helps patients in 
Zimbabwe (Lomagundi Clinic).  

• Mission will host a St. Patrick’s Day luncheon 
fundraiser right after worship, 

Sunday, March 15th to benefit The 

Carpenter’s Helpers, -a Mission 
Partnership that works with Habitat 

for Humanity building homes for needy families. 
This will be a free will offering, the menu will 
include corned beef and all the fixings.  

• The Action Center’s Beautiful Junk Sale 

returns this Spring, Friday, March 20th and 

Saturday, March 21st at the Jefferson County 
Fairgrounds. Shop for a good cause and join 

us at the Beautiful Junk Sale! Buy One, One 

Get FREE General Admission: $5* Bring a 
friend and they get in FREE with your paid 
admission No Other Discounts Apply. 
Children 16 & Under are FREE.   
Your $5 admission supports programs at the 
Action Center that help families and individuals 
break the cycle of poverty. 

Fri., Mar. 20th 8:30 am - 7:00 pm, Sat., Mar. 21st 
8:30 am - 4:00 pm at Jefferson County Fairgrounds  

 Early bird shopping Friday 7:00 am 
plus, free admission Saturday - $30 
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As noted, our Season of Lent will bring the 
very special opportunity for the One Great 
Hour of Sharing Offering.  In February we 

took a closer look at the first project supported by the 
Offering - the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
Program. This month we will focus on the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program. PHP works to 
alleviate hunger, but also works to eliminate the root 
causes of hunger. Last year 113 grant partners were 
supported with $925,960 in grants to make an impact 
in 23 countries including the U.S.  The Program also 
works with Presbytery Hunger Action Advocates, 
Hunger Action Congregations and Earth Care 
Congregations. The list of PHP projects is amazing; 
from 8 seed banks and 5 solar driers built 
internationally to 1000's of grams of vegetable seeds 
distributed in India and Kenya, 329 farms and 
gardens providing healthy food to families in need 
and 323 animals provided to vulnerable communities 
around the world.  The projects provide more and 
better food, create solidarity with people, and create 
more livable environments. The OGHS theme 
reminds us of Isaiah's words calling us to be 
"repairers of the breach, restorers of streets to live 
in" through this Special Offering. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
Lary C.   March   2 
Bill T.  March   4 
Gordon S.  March   7 

 Ann L. March 12 
Kelsey B, March 13 

 Kerry G. March 14 
 Lynn T. March 16 
 Annika S. March 20 
  

and if we have missed your birthday please notify 
the church office @ 303-422-2354. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WHEAT RIDGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

BRIDGE CLUB--WRPC Bridge meets Wednesday, 

March 18 at 1:00 pm. Shirley J. is 

hosting it here in Fellowship Hall.  

Please contact her in advance for 

further details and so she knows how 

many tables to setup. 



THURSDAY BOOK GROUP  

7:00 pm Thursday March 19 at the home 

of Joan P.  
Reading: Magpie Murders by Anthony 

Horowitz.  Please RSVP at her  
so she knows how many plan attending. 
All are welcome!  

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

With Sympathy. . . 

• Chet and Ann M’s nephew, 
Chad, died in mid-February 
after a long illness. 

• Prayers of sympathy for Deloris G. and her 

family after the death of her brother, Lloyd, 
in late January.   

With Concern. . . 

• Dorothy B. had pneumonia for 3 weeks. She is 
recovering, but still weak. Prayers, cards, and 
phone calls are welcome. 

• Pauline G. had a pacemaker put in in mid-
February. 

• Prayers for Paul V. recovering from bronchial 

pneumonia and Linda recovering as well from 
her nasty cold. 

• Jo Ann F’s son who fell again.  
 

With Thanksgiving… 

• Prayers of thanksgiving in celebration of the 

youth of our church and the gifts they bring to 
the church family.  

• Prayers of thanksgiving for the doctors, nurses, 

workers, and volunteers with Uplift 

Internationale Operation Tagahoy 2020 in 
Naga City, Philippines in early February.  

• Prayers of thanksgiving for all those who 
participated in The Carpenter’s Helpers) build 
on Saturday, February 8.  

• Bob E. had a 90+ birthday late in February. 

• Alice D. Thanks all for their letters, calls, visits! 
 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
Prospect 55 Lateral Ditch Annual meeting at 

WRPC Sat., Mar. 7 2:00–3:00 P. M. 
 The annual ditch membership meeting is 
Saturday, March 7, 2020 from 2:00 pm-3:00 pm at 
Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church, 9180 W 38th 
Ave, Wheat Ridge CO 80033.  
 The agenda is: welcome new members, review 
ditch rights, Recap of 2019, schedule 2020 
Maintenance/Cleanup dates, 2020 Budget/Dues, 
Officer Elections and ending with Q&A and 
member concerns.    

 Those attending, please RSVP to Bill G.  

Sisters in Spirit Women’s Retreat: April 24-26 

at Highlands Camp presented by The Rev. Jill 

VanderWal, Associate Pastor from Columbine 
United Church. Please join women from over 6 
churches in Denver Presbytery as they gather for 
a retreat at Highlands Camp in Allenspark. Rev. 
Jill will be the keynote speaker. Jill’s focus will 
be “Amazingly and Miraculously Made! 
Understanding your God-given Gifts: An 
Enneagram Journey to Self-Discovery.” 
Recommended reading: The Road Back to You, 
Ian Cron and Suzanne Stabile 
Register by filling out the form in the brochure and 
mailing it to Green Mountain Presbyterian Church 
indicating it’s for the Women’s retreat on your 

check. Register prior to March 23rd and it’s $180, 

after this, it’s $190 (also deadline for refund) and 

the deadline to register is April 8, 2020.  

If interested, please take a brochure from 

those posted in the church hallway or go to the 

Denver Presbytery website and click on 

events and select it there. The camp is located 
at 8500 feet. Be sure to bring personal gear, good 
walking shoes, your own water bottle, and toiletry 
items. Dress for temperatures 10 to 15 degrees 
cooler than metro Denver. Bedding, towels, and 
hand soap is provided by the retreat center.  
Please see the brochure for more details.  
Questions, contact Sharon B. or Annely N.  

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

• Diabetic/Prediabetic Support Groups  
Prediabetics and Diabetics and their families are 

invited to meetings every month on the first 

Tuesday at 3:30 pm at Gardens on Quail, 6447 
Quail Street, Arvada, 80004 office phone 303-456-

1500 or first Thursday at 4:30-5:30 pm at Arvada 

Presbyterian Church, 5592 Independence Street, 
Arvada, Co 80002.  For more information, contact 
David R. 303-424-1261.  

• Catch some of our WRPC choir members in the 

mystery musical “Curtains” later this month! The 

performances are Thu. Mar. 19–Sat., Mar 21 

nights from 7:00-9:30 pm at the Catwalk 

Theatre Company, Pomona High School. There 

is also a 1:00-3:30 pm matinee on Saturday, 

March 21st.  Curtains” is described as a “play 

within a play.”  Tickets range from $6-10. You can 
book them online at the Catwalk Theatre Company 
website or ctc.booktix.com and don’t forget to 
please print and bring your online tickets with you 
for the performance.  

.   

http://ctc.booktix.com/?fbclid=IwAR24kpjWZakinmFiXs5ARZvmrgeRfzb4UyXbemtJkjPbbUgLI_iV3DDSRi4


March 2020  

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

           

 

 

 

  

1   

 
2 3 4 5 6 7   

8:30 am Choir Practice 
8:45 am Church School for 
All Ages  
10 am Worship /Nametags 
/Communion 
11: 10 am Fellowship Time 

 

 

 

 

3:30-5:00 pm Whiz Kids 
Tutoring 

 

8:30 am 4-F  

 

 

 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

 

2:00 pm Mission 
Committee meeting 

7:00 pm Ridge Ringers 
practice 

 

 

 

 

  

2:00-3:00 pm Prospect 
Lateral ditch 55 Annual 
meeting  

Set clock ahead one 
hour before going to 
sleep.  

8   Set clocks ahead 1 hour 9 10  11 12 13    14 
8:30 am Choir Practice 
8:45 am Church School for 
all ages 
10:00 am Worship 
Wilbur Sunday 
11:15 am Fellowship Time  
11:30 am Deacons meeting 
 
 

 

3:30-5:00 pm Whiz Kids 
Tutoring 
  

10:30 am staff meeting 

4:00-6:00 pm Girl Scouts 

6:00-7:00 Feed the Future 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

 

7:00 pm Citizens for a 
Healthy Wheat Ridge 

7:00 pm Ridge Ringers 
practice 

 

6:00 pm Christian 
Education meeting 

7:00 pm Session Meeting  

 

 

9:30 -2:00 China Painters 
 
 

8:30 am 
Sat. AM Women’s 
Breakfast/Bible Study 
in Fellowship Hall 
 

15    Little RR 

 

16  17        St. Patrick’s Day 18 19  20  21 

8:30 am Choir Practice 
8:45 am Church School for 
all Ages 
10:00 am Worship  
11:10 am Fellowship Time 
11:30 am Mission’s St. 
Patricks’ Lunch for 
Carpenter’s Helpers 

 

3:30-5:30 pm Whiz Kids 
Tutoring  

 

 

 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

 

 

1:00 pm WRPC Bridge 
Group hosted by Shirley 
Jobin 

 

7:00 pm Ridge Ringers 
practice 

 

7:00 pm Thursday Book 
Group at home of Joan P. 
reading Magpie Murders 
by Anthony Horowitz  

 

 

 

 

 

22  

??Choir Practice 
8:45 am Church School for 
all Ages 
10:00 am Worship  
11:10 am Fellowship Time  

23 

Spring Break 

No Whiz Kids Tutoring this 
week  
 

24 
 
Presbytery Assembly at 
Church of the Covenant 
 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

25 
 
 

 
7:00 pm Ridge Ringers 
Practice 

26 

 

Eve Choir practice at 
Arvada Pres. Further 
details to follow. 

27  28  

29    

No Church School today 
9:30 am Choir Practice  
10:00 am Combined 
Service & Potluck with 
Arvada Pres at Arvada 
Pres (details forthcoming) 
No Single Ladies Lunch 
this month 

30 

 
3:30-5:30 pm Whiz Kids 
Tutoring 

31 
 
4:00-6:00 pm Girl Scouts 
 
7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

    

        March 8 



 

  



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church 
9180 W. 38th Avenue 
Wheat Ridge CO 80033 
________________ 
 
Phone:  303.422.2354 
Fax: 303.456.0533 
Web: www.WRPres.org 
Email: info@WRPres.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 


