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Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church Worship, December 24, 2020 • Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 9:2-7 • Luke 2:1-20 • www.WRPres.org • “this night, we are THOSE WHO DREAM” 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A -715026. All rights reserved.  

Prayers by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.   Bold = all read • Regular = Leader 
 

Prelude Hark the Herald Angels Sing Organist, Julie Pulliam 
  Tune Mendelssohn, Arr. James Denton  
   

Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Dr. Laura S. Sugg 
 

Call to Worship* 
This year, we dreamed of world peace. 
 We dreamed of deep breaths and restful sleep. 
We dreamed of love that lasts and suffering that passes. 
 We dreamed of doors open wide and a cure to disease. 
We dreamed, because to dream is to believe. 
 For to dream is to hope; to dream is to see. 
So make room in your being to dream yet again, 
 Of a world without fear, and a God that draws near. 
For it is almost Christmas. 
 Love is almost here. 
 

Hymn  O Come All Ye Faithful (Adestes Fidelis) attr to John Francis Wade (1711–1786)  
   Translator: Frederick Oakeley (1841; alt); Presbyterian Hymnal #41    
1  O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

Refrain: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ, the Lord! 

 

2  Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv’n; 
Word of the Father, 
Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 

3  Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 
Glory in the highest! [Refrain] 

Candle Lighting Liturgy: The Christ Candle 
 

Prayer for Renewal 
Ever-present God, From time to time we dream radical dreams. 

 We dream of freedom for the imprisoned, 
    food for the hungry, and equality for all. 
We dream bold, radical dreams, until the world tells us that these dreams are impossible. 

 And when that happens, we are tempted to tuck our dreams into coat pockets 
    and let them collect dust on the shelves of our hearts. 
 Forgive us for giving up so easily. 
Forgive us for giving up so easily, for on this night we remember and  
   celebrate a radical dream—that you dwelled among us. 

 Give us the courage to dust old dreams off the shelf 
    with the confidence that with you, the impossible is possible. 
With you, a light always shines in the darkness. 

 With you, even an unwed teenage couple and a band of shepherds 
    can bring joy to the world. 
Thanks be to God for a dream like that. Amen. 
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Assurance of God’s Grace  
God’s love is everlasting.  
God’s mercy is boundless. 
 The new life we have in Christ  
       leads us to dream and act for a world shaped by God’s love. 
 Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Holy God, 
If we listen closely, we can almost hear the angels sing. 
If we listen closely, we can almost hear the bleats of sheep following shepherds, 
   and the hooves of confused barn animals. 
If we listen closely, we can almost hear the innkeeper say, “No room.” 
If we listen closely, we can almost hear the star whisper, “Follow me.” 
If we listen closely, God, we can almost hear you. 
[Pause for a moment of silence.] 
So as we turn to your Word, Holy Writer, don’t let us miss a thing— 
   the smell of the hay, the cool of the air, the way Mary cherished this wild dream in her heart. 
We want to hear it all; we don’t want to miss a thing. 
So today we pray—can you help us listen closely? 
Amen.  

 

Scripture Readings:  
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Luke 2:1-20 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
Hymn Silent Night, Holy Night Franz Xaver Gruber, Text: Joseph Mohr 

  Presbyterian Hymnal #60  

1 Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
’round yon virgin mother and child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly 
peace. 

 
 

2 Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 

 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia: 

Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior 
is born!” 

 
3  Silent night, holy night! 
 Son of God, love’s pure light 
 radiant beams from thy holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at 
thy birth. 

 
 
 
 

  

 
Time with All Ages   Linda Valo, Dir. Christian Educ. 
   
Message:  this night, we are THOSE WHO DREAM 
 
Special Music  Away in a Manger video montage Tune: MUELLER 

 WRPC families Composer (attr.): James R. Murray  
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Prayers of the People concluding with the Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
 
Hymn Joy to the World Isaac Watts, Tune ANTIOCH 

  George Frederick Handel Arr: Lowell Mason 

  Presbyterian Hymnal #40

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
 and heaven nature sing,  
and heaven and heaven and nature sing. 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and 
plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the 
sounding joy. Repeat, repeat the sounding 
joy. 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found, far as the curse 
is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 

 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, and wonders of 
his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

  

Closing Sentences of Affirmation  
We believe in hope. 
 We believe that to hope is to dream with our eyes wide open. 
We believe in peace. 
 We believe that peace is not found by accident.  
 Prepare the way. 
We believe in joy. 
 We believe that joy is angel choruses and gifts from the Magi, 
    as well as soul food, big tables, 
    open doors, candle light, fireside, 
    singing in the shower,  
  and the body of Christ gathered as one. 
We believe in love. 
 We believe that God loves us so much that God could not stay away. 
 So God showed up as a child. 
 We believe that that love is real, and we know that it changes us. 
Therefore, we believe in the power of dreams, 
 And we believe that nightmares, which are all too real here and now, 
    will have no place in God’s promised day. 
Until then, we believe in passing the light, 
   in showing up, in doing the work, 
   in listening for angel choruses, and in learning from the youngest among us. 
 We believe. Help our unbelief.  
 Amen.  
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Hymn Go Tell It on the Mountain (stanzas) John W. Work II, 1872-1925 Tune: GO TELL IT  

  Arr. John W. Work III, Harm./Adapter: Melva W. Costen  

  Presbyterian Hymnal #29

 Refrain: 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

 

1  While shepherds kept their watching 
   o’er silent flocks by night, 
   behold, throughout the heavens 
   there shone a holy light. [Refrain] 

 

 
2  The shepherds feared and trembled 

   when lo! above the earth 
   rang out the angel chorus 
   that hailed our Savior’s birth. [Refrain] 

3  Down in a lowly manger 
   the humble Christ was born, 
   and God sent us salvation 
   that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 

 

Benediction 
 
Postlude Joy to The World (Antioch) Organist, Julie Pulliam 
  Arr. Alfred V. Fedak 
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