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Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church Worship, December 6, 2020 • Advent 2: Peace 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 • Mark 1:1-8 • www.WRPres.org • 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A -715026. All rights reserved. 

Prayers by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 

Bold = all read • Regular = Leader 
 

Prelude Chorale Prelude on “Quittez, Pasteurs” Organist, Julie Pulliam 
 Come Leave Your Sheep Traditional French Carol  

  Arr. Franklin D. Ashdown  
  

Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Dr. Laura S. Sugg 
 

Call to Worship* 
John the Baptist said, “Prepare the way.” 
So family of faith, how do we prepare our minds for worship? 
 We silence the inner critic. 
 We let go of busy thoughts. 
 We make space for God to speak. 
How do we prepare our hearts for worship? 
 We bless all emotions. 
 We feel what we feel. 
 We open ourselves up to be moved. 
How do we prepare our bodies for worship? 
 We take in the scent, sight, and feel of this space. 
 We breathe in God’s mercy. 
 We exhale God’s love. 
How do we prepare our souls for worship? 
 We bring our full selves into this space. 
 We wear our hearts on our sleeves. 
 We trust that even now, God is here. 
 Family of faith, what we practice in worship, we must live out in our daily lives. 
 So prepare the way. Let us worship Holy God.The power of dreams lies in waking up. 
    
Candle Lighting Liturgy: The Candle of Peace      
 

Prayer for Renewal 
 Holy God, 
 We wish that peace was something we could buy. 
 We wish that peace could be ordered in a subscription service, 
  found on a map, 
  downloaded in an app, 
  or voted for in a ballot. 
 We wish that peace was as easy as a one-time choice when we are feeling our best. 
 However, what we have found is that peace involves everyday decisions over and over, 
  whether or not we are feeling our best. 
 So today I confess, in front of this community of faith, 
  that I need your help in this Advent season. 
 Prepare the way for greater peace, and teach me how to be a part of it. 
May God forgive you. May God’s guiding hand surround you. 
May you know comfort. May you know peace. 
 Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 

Assurance of God’s Grace  
God’s love is everlasting.  
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God’s mercy is boundless. 
 The new life we have in Christ  
       frees us to prepare the way for peace. 
 Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

Hymn O Come, O Come Emmanuel Traditional Carol
  Presbyterian Hymnal No. 9   

1.O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

2 O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 

3 O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 
Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 

 

Prayer for Illumination 
God of Peace, we must admit, there are a million things on our minds. 
We would like to be as focused as John the Baptist—preparing the way, 
   gathering the crowd, spreading the word of your arrival. 
Maybe then we’d know peace.  
However, more often than not,  
   we are a swirling compilation of grocery lists,  
   text messages, e-mails, and over-referenced to-do lists. 
So today, we ask for your help in preparing the way. 
Could you start with our ears, and then maybe move to our hearts? 
We’d like to hear you more clearly. Maybe then we’ll know peace. 
Gratefully we pray, Amen.  
 

Scripture Readings:  
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
Mark 1:1-8 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

Time with All Ages   Linda Valo, Dir. Christian Educ.
  
Message:  THOSE WHO DREAM... prepare the way 
 
Special Music    A La Ru (O Sleep, dear Holy Baby)  Hispanic folk melody, Arr. Barbara Boertje  

 Cheri Roberts, clarinet, Katie Sakanai, piano and voice  
 

Prayers of the People concluding with the Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
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Communion of the People 
 Invitation to the Table 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 
  The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  How can we thank you, God?... 
  …all glory and honor are yours, almighty God,  

   now and forever. Amen. 
 Partaking of the Elements 
 Prayer after Communion 

God our hope, we give you thanks  
   that you have given us this foretaste 
   of the justice, righteousness, and peace  
   of your promised new creation. 
Strengthen us with this heavenly food 
   as we seek to serve your holy realm. 
Lead us to live in joyful expectation  
   of the coming again in glory 
   of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

Closing Sentences of Affirmation  
We believe that a voice cried out in the wilderness, 
Saying, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
And so, we show up for worship, even from home. 

 We march toward justice. 
 We roll up our sleeves. 
 We plant trees for our children. 
We make art. 
We choose hope. 
We gather at the Table. 

 We set an extra plate. 
 We sing loudly, with joy. 
 We share stories and wisdom. 
We celebrate children. 
We fall together. 
We rise together. 
 We love together. 

We do all these things because we believe that  
   God loves us so much that God shows up here. 

 So we prepare and prepare for that next beautiful day. 
 May it be so. Amen. 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude Warum Sollt’ Ich Organist, Julie Pulliam 
  Tune: Johann Georg Ebeling (1637-1676) 
 

If you watch the worship service at 10 AM on Facebook, please transition to Fellowship Time 
on Zoom at 11:00 AM using the link in the congregational emails. 
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