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Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church Worship, January 3, 2021 • Epiphany Sunday 

Matthew 2:1-12 • Isaiah 60:1-6 • www.WRPres.org • 
“THOSE WHO DREAM…persevere” 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A -715026. All rights 
reserved. Prayers by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 

Bold = all read • Regular = Leader 
 

Prelude Pastorale on “What Is This Lovely Fragrance?” Organist, Julie Pulliam 
  Austin C. Lovelace  
   

Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Bill Sanders 
 
Call to Worship* 
Here on the heels of Christmas, 
 We speak of love. 
We speak of joy. 
 We speak of candle light and fireside. 
We speak of dreams being fulfilled. 
 We speak of “glorias” and angel choruses. 
We speak the words, “Do not be afraid.” 
 Here on the heels of Christmas, 
    we are called to speak, for the world needs a light. 
A light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it. 
 Let us worship and listen. Then, let us speak. Amen.  
 

Prayer for Renewal 
 God,  
    I love to worship you when the stars are bright above me. 
    I love to worship you when the sky is clear, and the breeze just right. 
    I love to worship you when the journey to Bethlehem is an easy one. 
 Unfortunately, as you know, this journey of life, love, and faith is rarely easy. 
    Now and again, the stars disappear. 
    My feet get blisters, and the journey is far too long and lonely. 
    On these days, forgive me for giving up quickly. 
 Forgive me for allowing the dream to die and for taking the shortcut home. 
    I want to be as brave as the Magi. 
    I want to persevere. 
 Guide my feet. Show me the stars.  
 Amen.  
 

Assurance of God’s Grace  
We have seen the light.    
We have heard the call.    
We will dance in the Light with our God.  
 Praise God, who accepts and uses our very human lives in the unfolding story of salvation  
    and new life!  
 

Hymn What Star is This, with Beams so Bright Trier ms. 15th century  

  Adapt Michael Praertorius 
  Charles Coffin Trans. John Chandler 

  Presbyterian Hymnal No. 68   
 
1 What star is this, that beams so bright,  

More lovely than the noonday light?  
‘Tis sent to announce a newborn king 
Glad tidings of our God to bring. 
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2 ’Tis now fulfilled what God decreed, 
“From Jacob shall a star proceed”; 
And lo! the Eastern sages stand 
To read in heaven the Lord’s command. 

 
3 O Jesus, while the star of grace 

Impels us on to seek Your face, 
Let not our slothful hearts refuse 
The guidance of Your light to use. 

 
 
 
 
4 To God the Father, God the Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One, 
May every tongue and nation raise 
An endless song of thankful praise. 

 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
God of the Milky Way, 
   We, like the Magi, are walking toward you. 
   One foot in front of the other, we are walking toward you. 
   It is our very prayer to move your way. 
So if you can, leave the light on and the front door unlocked. 
   Leave a fire in the hearth and food on the stove. 
And when we start to get lost or doubt our dreams, 
   Give us the will to persevere. 
   We are walking toward you, O God. 
So like the parent that throws open the door, 
   open the door to us through this text.  Amen.  
 

Scripture Readings:  
Matthew 2:1-12  
Isaiah 60:1-6  

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

Time with All Ages   Linda Valo, Dir. Christian Educ. 
   
Message:  THOSE WHO DREAM… persevere  Bill Sanders 
 

Special Music  One Holy Night in Bethlehem Words: Mary Keithan
 Katie Sakanai  
  

Prayers of the People concluding with the Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven temptation, but deliver us from evil Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen.   
 

Communion of the People 
 Invitation to the Table 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 
  The Lord be with you. 
         And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts. 
         We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
         It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  How can we thank you, God?... 
  …all glory and honor are yours, almighty God,  
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   now and forever. Amen. 
 Partaking of the Elements 
 Prayer after Communion 

God of light that shines through all creation,  
   your Word has called us back into your light.   
This holy meal has fed and renewed our spirits.   
May you shine through our lives,  
   and may the power of your Holy Spirit strengthen us  
   so that we may bear witness to the light that dwells among us;  
   through Christ who is our hope, our peace, our joy and the source of all love,  
   and our Light. Amen.  

 
Closing Sentences of Affirmation  
 We believe in God, 
    who came to this earth as a child, 
    was born to unmarried teenage parents, 
    and was quickly made a refugee. 
 We believe that this child grew up to heal the sick, 
    see the poor,  
  dine with outcasts,  
    welcome foreigners,  
  wash the feet of sinners, 
    offer second chances, 
    and bless the children. 
 And so we believe that Christmas is only the beginning. 
    The dream does not end with a manger. 
    The dream ends with God’s promised day. 
 So until all God’s children are home, 
    we will follow the Magi’s lead— 
    walking, seeking, and looking up. 
 May it be so, for this we believe. Amen. 
 
Hymn  We Three Kings John Henry Hopkins, Jr. 

  Presbyterian Hymnal No.66  
 

1 We three kings of Orient are, 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
Following yonder star. 

 

Refrain: 
O star of wonder, star of night, 
Star with royal beauty bright; 
Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

2 Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain 
Gold I bring to crown Him again, 
King forever, ceasing never, 
Over us all to reign. (Refrain) 

3 Frankincense to offer have I: 
Incense owns a Deity nigh; 
Prayer and praising, we are raising, 
Worshipping God Most High. (Refrain) 

 

4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
Breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. (Refrain) 

 

5 Glorious now behold Him arise, 
King and God and Sacrifice; 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Sounds through the earth and skies. 
(Refrain)

Benediction 
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Postlude All Things Are Become New Organist, Julie Pulliam 
  Robert J. Hughes,  

 
If you watch the worship service at 10 AM on Facebook, please transition to Fellowship Time 

on Zoom at 11:00 AM using the link in the congregational emails. 
 
Liturgy copyright: Those Who Dream… Words for worship for Advent-Epiphany, Year B written by Sarah Are and Prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art 
LLC | sanctifiedart.org and from … 

 
Guest Preacher, The Rev. Bill Sanders:  Rev. Bill Sanders is now “honorably retired”.  Having served 
primarily as an intentional interim during most of his active ministry – including his ‘swan song’ as Arvada’s 
transitional pastor.  He is a native of Colorado, who returned to the state after spending nearly three decades 
studying and serving in Louisville, Kentucky.   Rev. Sanders after serving two terms on Denver Presbytery’s 
Committee on Ministry continues to serve as the chair of the COM’s Pastoral Care Team.   Bill spends much 
free time enjoying walking and hiking with his four-legged companion, Zuri (beautiful in Swahili), who was a gift 
from his late wife, who seems to discern that he would need a constant companion to both comfort and insist 
on getting him out of the house to walk every day.  He loves spending as much time as possible with his two 
sons, their wives, and his four grandchildren, and gives thanks that in the distance and circumstance that there 
is Zoom to have virtual playdates. 
And lately, with the onset of the COVID crisis, he has been spending a lot of time reading, including books that 
have been hovering on the shelves for years awaiting such a time as this.   


