
Let us take this time to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare for worship. 

* Please stand if able  Plain text = Leader Bold text = People 
   

Prelude Lift Every Voice and Sing/God Bless America Organist, Julie Pulliam  
  Presbyterian Hymn #563,  

  God Bless America, Words & Music by Irving Berlin,  
. 

Welcome and Announcements  Pulpit Elder, Marcia Hecox 
 

* Call to Worship (Please stand)  Elder 

We come, like Abraham, Sarah, and John, people with vision. 

   We come, like Job, Thomas, and the Samaritan woman, people with questions. 

We come, like Moses, Jeremiah, and Mary, people with self-doubts. 

   We come, like Joshua, Deborah, and Stephen, people with courage. 

We come, like David, Mary Magdalene, and Paul,  

  people with sadness and sin in our memories. 

   We come, like Rebekah and Samuel, like Hosea and Esther,  

     like Nathaniel and Martha, like John, Mark, and Priscilla,  

     people with a part to play in the story of faith. 

All: We come, seeking God’s wisdom and strength to live faithfully  

         into Christ’s call to be His Church in and for the world.  
    

*Hymn Gather Us In STF # 2236 see insert 
 

Prayer for Renewal (Be seated)   Elder 

Let us pray…. 

O Christ whose voice brought peace to the waves, 

  we pray for a glimpse of your peace in our lives. 

Glorious God, we thank you for the cloud of witnesses, the multitude  

  of the faithful of all ages, who have provided the grounding of our lives.   

When we forget or fail to notice the signs of your love and grace  

  that surround us each day, remind us that we are your beloved children.   

Forgive us when we fall short of our high calling as your people  

  and for our shortsightedness 

   when we have let our doubts and fears rule our decisions.  

As we recall the example of the faithful who have gone before us,  

  and we look to Jesus’ example, may we grow in wisdom.   

Grant us strength,  

  that we might be able to let go of all that hinders our living faithfully.  

Encourage us, that we might fully live into the future you have prepared.   

Guide us as we seek to embrace and encourage one another’s gifts,  

      that we might share in the joy of fully becoming the body of Christ  

  in this time and this place.  

In the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray.  
 

(A time for silent prayer) 

 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Guest Preacher, The Rev. Bill Sanders 
Now stand firm in your faith, covered by the saving grace of God 
  and ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are 
  forgiven!   Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gloria 

 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,  

     and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

     and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.  

 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
 

Prayer for Illumination and Scripture Readings:  
Proverbs 9:1-6 Deacon Reader, Mick Domenick 
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14  Guest Preacher, The Rev. Bill Sanders 
The Word of the Lord.   

   Thanks be to God. Amen. 
  

Time with All Ages Director of C.E., Linda Valo 
 (As the children and youth come forward, please join in singing) Tune: Ode to Joy 

      God, we love this congregation! On this day, we’re glad to see 

           friends and neighbors, gathered, praying, as a church community. 

         Young and old, we join in worship—some in person, some on line. 

       We are drawn by faith and friendship in this blessed place and time. 
 

Sermon A Bold Legacy Rev. Bill Sanders 
 

* Affirmation of Faith (Please Stand)  Elder 

In life and in death we belong to God.  

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

    and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  

    we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,   

    whom alone we worship and serve.  

We trust in God the Holy Spirit,  

    everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  

The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free  

    to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,  

    and binds us together with all believers  

    in the one body of Christ, the Church.  

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles  

    rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,  

    engages us through the Word proclaimed, 

    claims us in the waters of baptism,  

    feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 



 

* Affirmation of Faith (continued) 

    and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.  

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life  

    or in death can separate us from the love of God  

    in Christ Jesus our Lord.   

Glory be to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
from A Brief Statement of Faith (1990) 

Prayers of the People  
  

Communion of the People 
 Invitation to the Table 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Lord’s Prayer (see below) 

Our Father who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our sins,  

   as we forgive those who sin against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and 

   The power and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 Partaking of the Elements 

(Please use the elements you’ve brought or pre-filled cups and wafer provided.) 
 Prayer after Communion 

  

* Hymn Called as Partners in Christ’s Service PH # 343 see insert 
 

Prayer of Dedication—Thanks for God’s gifts and for gifts of time, talents, money. 
(Offering plate or box is available by the attendance table or on the middle table in the 
Narthex.) 
 

Charge and Benediction 
 

Closing Sung Response  Tune: Ode to Joy 

    In this year, with all its trials, there are things that we have missed. 

    Still, In Christ you’ve walked beside us; by your Spirit, we’ve been blessed. 

    Love’s our history, love’s our vision, Love’s the work we’re called to do. 

    Bless us as our congregation moves together, serving you. 
  

Postlude He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands Organist, Julie Pulliam 
  African American Spiritual 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WPC Mission Statement 
To worship God through faith and action, 

To nurture the spirit of Jesus Christ in each of us, 
To be an extended family to all, 

And to serve the community 
through programs, education, and prayer. 

 
 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
September 5, 2021 

 


