
 
 

 

 

 

 

Gratitude 2021 
I am not sure if it’s proper for this Presbyterian pastor to admit that his favorite holiday 
is not Christmas or Easter but is Thanksgiving.  Please don’t get me wrong, I love the 
power of the ancient words that boldly pronounce hope during Advent. And my life has 
been radically altered by the reality of the cross as I continue to find ways to share the 
good news of Christ’s resurrection.  But Thanksgiving is the day I enjoy a long run, eat 
a lot, and spend time with my family. Having the opportunity to pause and give thanks 
for the many blessings in my life is very powerful for me. 
 

This year I have much to give thanks for.  First, I am so thankful for the warm welcome 
I have received at Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church.  I love that you all have been 
hard at work in this time of transition.  My first week I observed committees at work, 
minutes being shared, communion prepared and administered with little assistance 
from the pastor.  These things might seem small, but they all illuminate a church hard 
at work. 
 

Moving forward, gratitude will be a strong current in my work with you all.  Gratitude is 
good for the heart, the mind, the soul and for the community.  Studies routinely show 
people who are grateful live more fulfilling lives.  Brene Brown writes on the Global 
Leadership Blog “The relationship between joy and gratitude was one of the important 
things I found in my research. I wasn’t expecting it. In my 12 years of research on 
11,000 pieces of data, I did not interview one person who had described themselves 
as joyful, who also did not actively practice gratitude.” 
 

As we continue to move through this never-ending pandemic, I encourage you to 
make gratitude a daily discipline. Maybe make a list of things you are grateful for. 
Another idea is to keep a gratitude journal for a month.  Take time to say grace before 
a meal and then share something you are thankful for.  Or find a gratitude partner with 
whom you can share what you are thankful for.   As one Jesuit priest writes “It’s not joy 
that makes us grateful, it’s gratitude that makes us joyful.” 
 

Blessings, Whit  
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A CARING REMINDER FROM THE DEACONS: If 
your family suffers a loss or illness, or you would like 
to request prayer, please contact:  
Pastor Whit  
Church Office, 303-422-2354  
Prayer Chain: Betty N. 
Deacon Chair: Mick D. 
  Please call Betty Niquette if you 
would like to be on the Prayer Chain.  
Thank you. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Deacons meet at 11:30 am Sunday, December 5. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4F CHRISTMAS LUNCH: 4F will be hosting our 

annual Christmas lunch at 240 Union this year 

on December 7th at 11:30 am. Just a reminder 

to those of you who have signed up that a $10 

per person charge will be in effect this year. This 
will help cover costs and still leave a bit in our 
treasury for future projects around the church. 
 We look forward to this new venue and to 
celebrating another successful year of food, fun, 

fellowship and fixing! If you have not already 

signed up and would like to join us, please let 

Jeanne or Joy know ASAP. Thank you!  
 

DEACONS: Deacons Invite a Shower of 

cards for Homebound or Far Away 

Members  Help Us Spread the Holiday Spirit! 
We sometimes feel alone during the holidays.  
We’re asking you to help us shower those who 
are seldom able to attend WPC with love by 
sending them a Christmas card sometime 
during the Christmas season.  To get the list , 
please see the newsletter that was mailed or 
emailed to you or contact the office 
 303-422-2354. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
“Tis the season”  

• Advent Festival:  With 
Christmas fast approaching, our 
Christian Education Committee 
are excited to announce the 
upcoming Advent Festival. This 
intergenerational all age event is 

on Saturday December 4th. 
The time for this event is as follows: 

• 9:00 am: Adults meet and begin 
decorating the Sanctuary and outdoors.  

• 10:00 am: Adults of all ages, families and 
children arrive to enjoy crafts and 
decorating. 

• 11:00 am: Brunch followed by a carol 
sing, then games and finishing crafts. If 

you have a favorite Christmas bread or 

breakfast casserole, we invite you to 

bring it to share.  Please let Barbara S. 

know what you plan to bring. 
There will be something fun for everyone! So, 
please invite family, friends, and neighbors to 
come for this special event celebrating 
Advent and preparing the church for 

Christmas!  Christmas Play: This year 
Christian Education will also be presenting a 
delightful Christmas play called, “A Christmas 

to Believe In”, on Sunday, December 12th, 
during the 10am Worship Service, in the 
Sanctuary. Please join us and the WRPC 
Choir, as we revisit the wonderful story of 
Jesus and the meaning of Christmas. We 
know the weeks leading up to Christmas are 
busy, filled with joy, wonder, and excitement 
as you prepare for this anticipated time of 
year with loved ones. So, we hope you will be 
able to take time out of your Christmas 
schedule to join us as we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus.            Grace and Peace, Linda 

 

December Calendar of Upcoming Special 
Advent/Christmas Events 

Sat. Dec. 4   Advent Festival 
     9:00 am  Adults arrive to 

      decorate the church 
     10:00 am Children’s tree  

  decorations and crafts  
  for  all ages  

     11:00 am Brunch for all (bring 
      a favorite breakfast  
      bread or casserole to 
       share) followed by  
      carol sing & more fun. 
Tue.Dec. 7. 9:30 am WRPC staff meeting 
```````   11:30 am 4-F Christmas lunch at 
      240 Union $10/person 
Sun. Dec. 12 10:00 am Christmas Play during  
      Worship service 
     11:15 am “Thank You” Taco Bar  
      meal from Stewardship 
      & Fellowship 
Fri. Dec. 24 3:30 pm Christmas Eve Service  
     7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service 
Sat. Dec. 25  Merry Christmas! 
Sun. Dec. 26 10:00 am Hymn Sing Sunday 
Dec 27-Jan 5  Church office closed 
  



______________________________________________________________________________________ 

There will be NO CHURCH SCHOOL for adults or 

children Sundays, December 26 & January 2.  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

WORSHIP 

• Advent and Christmas are 
busy times in the life of the 
church, and Worship 
Committee is hard at work helping you to 
prepare for the coming of Christmas.  
Some of you may have purchased the 
book Advent in Plain Sight, that Rev. Whit 
is basing his sermons on, but there are 

also devotionals available from 
"Presbyterians Today" that you can 
download at the Presbyterians Today 

website or other PCUSA websites. Limited 

paper copies are also available in the 
Narthex if you're unable to print your own. 

• Worship Committee  meets via Zoom 

Tuesday, December 7 at 5:30 pm. 

• Families will light candles as part of the 
services for Advent and Christmas Eve.  

• For Christmas Eve this year, Session has 

approved two services, one at 3:30 pm, 

and one at 7:00 pm.  We're still in the 
planning stages, but they will each be 
simpler and different from each other, 
depending on staffing.  We're also hoping 
to livestream via Zoom at least one of the 
services for those who are unable to 
attend.  We continue to watch the COVID 
numbers to best determine how to safely 
worship together. 

• Poinsettias: Thanks to those who have 
ordered poinsettias to decorate the 
Sanctuary. The poinsettias will be on 
display the two Sundays before and on 
Christmas Eve.  Please leave your 

poinsettia at the church until after the 

Christmas Eve Service.   

• check with a worship committee member 
before taking your plant.   

• Dec. 26 Hymn Sing Worship Service: 

Sign-up on the yellow sheet at the back 

of the sanctuary Please print your name 
and song titles of your favorite Christmas 
hymns and carols, so we can sing them 
that Sunday in worship  

 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

• There will be a special “Thank You” 

Appreciation Lunch on Sunday, December 

12 following worship, sponsored by 
Stewardship and Fellowship not only to say 
thank you for everyone's ongoing 
commitments and pledges, but for all the gifts 
of time, talent, resources, caring and hard 
work that all have contributed through this last 
challenging year.  Let us, as the WRPC family, 
go forward into the future with optimism, and 
hope, trusting God's guidance and wisdom. 

• Christmas Joy Offering:  This special 

Offering coming on December 12 and 19  
gives us all the opportunity to 
support our past, present and 
future church leaders!  First, by 
supporting the Assistance 
Program of the Board of Pensions, 
the Offering honors the 
faithfulness of current and retired church 
workers and their families in need. Secondly, 
our church has a real historic commitment to 
higher learning promoting education and 
leadership development through 
establishment and support of Presbyterian-
related schools and colleges equipping 
communities of color.  

• 2022 Pledge Campaign:  A special thanks to 

all who have made a pledge commitment 

for 2022!  What a help this is as our 
Committees and Session plan for what we are 
able to do as a church family in 2022 with 
God's leading.  If, for any reason, you still 
need a pledge packet, contact the church 
office. Pledge cards can be submitted to the 
office as well. 

From Your Stewardship Committee 
 



MATTHEW 25 COALITION THOUGHTS: 
As we ponder the Matthew 25 vision to 

"Eradicate Systemic Poverty" the 
facts tell us that 40% of the world's 
population lives in poverty. Yet we 
can be assured that when our 
church family fills up the closet & 
the Action Center basket with non -

perishable foods of all kinds, or as we provide 
food for those in homeless shelters, and when 
we support the Mission Fair or bring mittens, 
scarves, or underwear for these collections, we 

ARE making a real difference and we are a 
Matthew 25 congregation in a very real sense. 
As the Mission Crossroads magazine reminds 
us:  "Eradication of systemic poverty is no small 
task. However, small actions can make a big 
difference!" 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 

• Thanks again to all who contributed in any 
way to the success of the Mission Fair—to 
those who baked, canned, crafted; to those 
who worked at the event; and to those who 
made purchases.  

• Mission meets Wednesday, December 1st 

at 9:30 am.  

• Mission will have a Giving Tree in 
Fellowship Hall for the clients 

of Senior Support 

Services—suggested items 

include warm socks, 

gloves/mittens, warm caps/hats, 

underwear, slippers—new items and all 

adult sizes primarily for men but Senior 
Support also helps some women living in 
downtown hotels. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

HOLIDAY CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Christmas week the Church office will be 

open 8:30-1:30 pm Tue-Wed, Fri Dec. 20-22, 

24 (hours vary on Mon. & Thu.) and closed- 

Dec 27 - Jan. 5 due to intermittent staffing 
________________________________________________________________________ 

SINGLE LADIES LUNCH-- Sunday, 

December 26, 11:30 at Abrusci's 
The Single Ladies Lunch has been revived 
(we hope) on Sunday, December 26, 11:30 
at Abrusci's Fire and Wine on Youngfield. 

PLEASE call Betsy to let her know if you 

are planning to attend. Let's get together 
again like we did before with talk, laughter 
and food. 

 

__________________________________ 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS    

& NOTES OF 

THANKSGIVING 

With Thanksgiving. . .   

Jim and Betty N. wish to 
express their sincere thanks to all who have 
kept Marisa in their prayers and thoughts over 
the past 5 years as this young teenager fought 
the dreadful disease of osteosarcoma. The 
many cards and hugs are so very much 
appreciated.  Thanks again.  Betty and Jim 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

THURSDAY BOOK GROUP: 6:00 pm Dec. 15  
The Thursday Book Club will meet for a 6:00 

pm Christmas Party potluck on 

Wednesday, December 15th at the home of 

Larry and Gloria. Participants should bring 

a dish to share to go with dinner -ham is 
provided.  Start arriving at 5:30 PM for 
Dinner at 6 PM. There will be no specific 
book discussed, but we will talk about books 
that have made us joyful or brought deeper 
meaning to our lives. The event is open to all 
even if you have not been a regular or even 
have not attended a book event before. 

Please RSVP.  

 



 

COMMUNITY HOLIDAY EVENTS: 

• Colorado Gives Day 2021 is Tue., Dec. 7. 
It is a year-round, online 
giving website featuring more 
than 2,000 Colorado nonprofit 

organizations including:  

o The Action Center—giving food, support, 
job training, for the needy in Jeffco 

o Friendship Bridge—empower women in 
Guatemala 

o Habitat for Humanity Metro Denver-which 
also supports The Carpenter’s Helpers who 
don’t have their own giving site—Building 
homes for those in need. 

o Hope’s Promise provides counseling and 
resources to women and men in crisis, as 
well as free training to medical staff, 
pregnancy centers, hospitals, women's 
clinics and other front- line workers serving 
men and women in crisis and educating 
them about the option of adoption.  It gives 
health care/supplies to families & orphans in 

Zimbabwe (including Lomagundi Clinic), 
Kenya, Nepal, and Vietnam. 

o Uplift Internationale 

o Whiz Kids Tutoring 

• Donate toys for needy Wilmore-Davis and 

Vivian Elementary families by Dec. 3! 
What does a special child in your life want 
for Christmas? Buy two. One for them and 
one for a child in your community! Join these 
schools as they help make this Christmas a 
special one for their kids in need.  Please 
drop-off unwrapped new donations at 
Wilmore-Davis Monday-Friday until 
December 3rd. Some ideas include LOL 
dolls, Arts and Craft kits, Science and Make-
Up kits, Scooters/Bikes and helmets, Legos, 
Gift Cards.   

• Thornton Community Band Chamber Winds 

Recital-Sun. Dec. 5 at 6:00 pm in the 

sanctuary. Free! All are invited to attend!  The 
program is about an hour long, and includes 
music by Mozart, Bizet, Sir Arthur Sullivan, and 
Charles Gounod.  The dectet is essentially a 
double woodwind quintet with pairs of flutes, 
oboes, clarinets, bassoons and horns. It’s a 
delightful sound.   All of the musicians are 
members of the Thornton Community Band. 

 



December 2021  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY  

          1 

 

2 

 

3 4 
  

 

 

  

8:30-1:30 pm Church 

office 

 

9:30 am Mission 

meeting 

 

 

8:30-1:30 pm Church office 

 

8:30-1:30 pm Church 

office 

 

Advent Festival 

9:00 am Decorating 

church 

10:00 am crafts for all 

ages 

11:00 Brunch followed 

by games and singing 

carols 

2:00-4:00 Christmas 

Play rehearsal 

 
5 6 7  8 9 10 11 
8:45 am Adult Ed. class 

9:00 am Choir Practice                

10:00 am Worship/ 

11:05 am Fellowship 

Time 

11:30 Deacons meeting 

6:00 pm Thornton Comm. 

Winds Concert  

 

 

 

 

Colorado Gives Day 

8-9/1-4 Church office 

9:30 Staff meeting 

11:30 am 4-F Party  

5:30 pm Worship Comm. 

Via zoom 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

8:30-1:30 pm Church 

office 

 

 

 

8:30-1:30 pm Church office 

 

 

8:30-1:30 pm Church 

office 

 

9:30-2:00 pm China 

Painters 

 

8:30 am 

Sat. AM Women’s 

Breakfast/Bible Study  

1:00-3:00 pm 

Christmas Play Dress 

Rehearsal 

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

 8:45 am Adult Ed. class 

9:00 am Choir Practice                

10:00 am 

Worship/Christmas Play 

11:05 am Fellowship  

11:15 “Thank You” 

Appreciation Taco Bar 

meal in FH 

 

 

 

8:30-1:30 pm Church 

office 

 

 

7:00 pm Pipers 

 

8:30-1:30 pm Church 

office 

NO WRPC Bridge until 

spring 

6:00 pm Thursday Book 

Group potluck at Angus 

home 

8:30-1:30 pm Church office 

 

7:00 pm SESSION MEETING 

via Zoom 

 

 

8:30-1:30 pm Church 

office 

 

 

  

19  20 21    22 23  24  25 
8:45 am Adult Ed. class 

9:00 am Choir Practice                

10:00 am 

Worship/Christmas Play 

11:05 am Fellowship 

Time 
 

Church office hours may 

differ this week 

 

 

8:30-1:30 pm Church 

office 

 

7:00 pm Pipers 

 

8:30-1:30 pm Church 

office 

 

Church office hours may 

differ 

 

 

 

8:30-1:30 pm Church 

office 

Christmas Eve 

3:30 pm Christmas Eve 

Service 

7:00 pm Christmas Eve 

Service 

Merry Christmas!  

 

 

26   Hymn Sing Service 

 

No Adult Ed. Class today 

10:00 am Worship  

11:05am Fellowship Time 

11:30 am Single Ladies 

Lunch at Abrusci’s 

27     

Church office closed 

(12/27-1/5) 

 

28 
 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Pipers 

 

 

29 30 31 New Year’s Eve  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church 

9180 W. 38th Avenue 
Wheat Ridge CO 80033 
________________ 
 

Phone:  303.422.2354 
Fax: 303.456.0533 
Web: www.wrpres.org 
Email: info@WRPres.org 
 
 

http://www.wrpres.org/

