
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    This year’s Lenten theme Trails, Mountains, and Streams: A Colorado Journey Through Lent has 
us focusing on important guidelines for enjoying the outdoors. Fundamentals such as climbing early, 
dressing in layers, and hiking with a buddy ensure that our outdoor recreation will be enjoyable and 
safe.  After all it’s about enjoying our amazing state. 
    The same is true for our faith.  As the Shorter Catechism asks, “what is the chief end of 
humanity?” This question is answered “to love God and enjoy God forever.”  While we explore 
doctrine, words of the prophets, and Jesus’s teachings during Lent, it’s important to remember this 
answer.  At first glance this seems to be an easy task.  But what happens when faith becomes as 
complex as a climb, or a spring storm that dumps 32 inches of snow?  Suddenly our theological 
guidelines become vital to help us navigate difficult realities. 
    One complexity I have seen develop over the course of my career is the rise of Christian 
Nationalism.  It’s not hard to find congregations identifying with a particular political party or a 
presidential administration.  Not limited to the United States, this trend is a reality throughout the 
world. We are seeing it play out in the Russian Orthodox Church and the invasion of Ukraine.  
    Christian nationalism is not a new phenomenon as we saw it throughout the Middle Ages and in 
WWII.  Fortunately, there is great deal of writing on the best ways to survive such a storm.  While 
very complex, the links I have included in this article will give you resources and ways the church is 
currently thinking about the connection between church and state.  These links also demonstrate 
why theology is one of the ten essentials for life. 
    We start with the second book of the church’s constitution the Book of Confessions.  The church 
throughout the centuries has confessed or made clear theological commitments in response to 
troubling political storms.  During WWII, Christian leaders wrote the Barmen Declaration 
condemning the sin of Idolatry declaring “Jesus Christ is the only Lord of all aspects of personal life.  
There should be no other authority.”  While written in response to the events of WWII, it is still 
applicable today. 
    This week, the Stated Clerk for the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA), Rev. Dr 
J. Herbert Nelson, along with other notable Christian leaders in the United states, signed an open 
letter to His Holiness Kirill, the head of the Russian Orthodox church, asking for an immediate end 
to Russia’s attack on Ukraine.  The letter states, “Our first allegiance is always to our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  This transcends the narrow claims of all nations and ideologies.”  The letter is clear and 
worth your time. 
    If you want to read more about the war from the view of the Orthodox Church, try Public 
Orthodoxy a publication of the Orthodox Christian Studies Center of Fordham University and has 
provided a strong condemnation of the Russian invasion and in doing so provides a bit of historical 
and political context.  
    While storm clouds are with us now, we have been assured of God’s faithfulness and presence.   
Just as the ten essentials of mountaineering keep us safe in Colorado, our theology will allow us to 
be present and engaged in the world around us.  Even as we pray, write, work, and prepare for 
peace we will keep one eye on the horizon for the sign of God’s promise, the rainbow.  But until we 
see that upside down bow let us rest assured in the fundamentals of our faith and the foundation of 
our theology.  After all our call is to love God and to enjoy God forever. 
 

Whit  

April 2022 

https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/boc2016.pdf#%5B%7B%22num%22%3A952%2C%22gen%22%3A0%7D%2C%7B%22name%22%3A%22FitR%22%7D%2C-2%2C390%2C434%2C639%5D
https://faithandjustice.georgetown.edu/announcements/an-open-letter-to-russian-patriarch-kirill-from-us-christian-leaders/
https://faithandjustice.georgetown.edu/announcements/an-open-letter-to-russian-patriarch-kirill-from-us-christian-leaders/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patriarch_Kirill_of_Moscow
https://publicorthodoxy.org/2022/03/13/a-declaration-on-the-russian-world-russkii-mir-teaching/?fbclid=IwAR3EYn02Bilm2b0quqB8mPrn53QW9DtO_k5t18ZpzyKFTZgEDdKvG7cIHas
https://publicorthodoxy.org/2022/03/13/a-declaration-on-the-russian-world-russkii-mir-teaching/?fbclid=IwAR3EYn02Bilm2b0quqB8mPrn53QW9DtO_k5t18ZpzyKFTZgEDdKvG7cIHas


SESSION- Meets 7 PM Thur., April 21 via Zoom 
The snow is turning to rain and the cloudy skies to 
bluebird blue, so spring is on the way.  Session 
committees have a great line-up of events for spring.  
Worship will have Maundy Thursday services, 
beginning with a simple soup supper.  The church 
will not be open for Good Friday prayers, but the 
Outdoors Worship is always open.  Fellowship will 
have their Annual Easter breakfast.  Christian 
Education will have a Dinner Theater event on May 
13 and May 14.  Details for these events are in the 
newsletter so check them out and plan to take part in 
one or more of the events. There is no detailed 
financial report at this time, but the checking account 
has a balance of $113,000.     
 

Clerk of Session 
 
Ruth B. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A CARING REMINDER FROM THE DEACONS: 
If your family suffers a loss or illness, or 
you would like to request prayer, please 
contact:  
Pastor Whit 303-422-2355 (church)  
Church Office, 303-422-2354  
Prayer Chain: Betty N.  
Deacon Chair: Mick D. 
Please call Betty N. if you would like to share a 
concern or be part of the Prayer Chain.   

PRAYER CHAIN – Prayer Chain is quick way to 
have your prayer concerns passed on to part of the 
church family and enables the church to support you 
more rapidly in your time of need.  

NEXT DEACON MEETING  

Sunday, April 10 at 11:35 A.M. 
 

 

WORSHIP 

 
Most Wednesdays at 6:30 pm, there is a Healing 

Prayer service via Zoom.  The link is in the  
 

(WORSHIP continued) 

weekly E-Post or contact the office for more details 
or to request an email with the link.  

• WRPC Worship Sundays Is hybrid--in person & 

on Zoom! 10 am Sunday WRPC worship is a 

hybrid, continuing in person in our sanctuary 
with the regular service parts including communion 
the first Sunday of the month and offertory each 

Sunday, but reaching out also by Zoom to 

members and friends unable to attend in 

-person. We hope to see you Sundays, but if you’re 

unable to attend in person, look for a bulletin sent 

Fridays to follow along and you can tune in at 10 am 

using the Zoom link or the weekly link:  The link is 
shared in the mid-week E-Post or contact the church 
office 303-422-2354 or Jenny@wrpres.org to get the 
link.  

• Holy week begins Palm Sunday, Sun. Apr. 10 

with a palm processional during worship. 

• April 14 is the Maundy Thursday--Soup dinner 

and Communion around the tables in 

Fellowship Hall.  Come at 5:30, and the 

meal/service starts at 5:45.  Food will be 

provided.  

• Easter Sunday is April 17-and starts with an 

Easter Breakfast together from 8 am-9:30 am in 

Fellowship Hall. For further details, see the 
Fellowship’s article on the next page. _ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FELLOWSHIP 
  Over the past days of snow, the Fellowship 
Committee has noticed bunny tracks across the 

driveway and up to the doors of 
Fellowship Hall!  Easter Bunny 
must be checking out the 
facilities, in anticipation of 
another yummy annual Easter 
Breakfast.  Who knew bunnies 

like to eat bacon and sausage?   
   The Fellowship Committee is happy to announce 

our annual Easter Breakfast.  Let’s all come 
together on April 17th, 2022, for a yummy start to our 

Easter Sunday Worship.   Breakfast will be served, 

starting at 8am and continuing until 9:30 am.  
Plenty of time to eat, chat, and arrive on time for the 
Easter Worship Service.  Additional details will be 
announced in early April.   Mark your calendars, for a 
yummy way to begin this important day of 
celebration.  We think we actually saw the Easter 
Bunny adding this fun event to his calendar!    
___________________________________________________________________________ 

HOLY WEEK 
• Palm/Passion Service 10 AM on 

Sunday, April 10 

• April 14  Maundy Thursday 5:30 PM 

Inter-generational Soup Dinner and 

Service Food is provided with 
Communion in Fellowship Hall  

• April 17 is Easter Sunday with  

Easter Breakfast 8AM-9:30 AM, and at 

10 AM a worship service with special 

music and events celebrating “He Is 

Risen!” 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: “Come One, Come All!”  
  The Christian Education Committee invites you to 
attend this year's Spring Event 

on Friday May 13th and 

Saturday May 14th for dinner 
and a movie at 5:30 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall 
  The evening begins with a 
themed dinner based on the 
movie, and then proceeds with 
the hilarious movie 

 “Young Frankenstein” 
  Please join us for an evening 
filled with fun, food, and laughter! 
Cost is $10 per person 

  C.E. is also excited that there will be in-person 

Vacation Bible School for children this summer. 
Please stay tuned for more details!  For additional 
information on these events, please contact Linda 
Valo at Linda@wrpres.com or her cellphone.  
Grace and peace, 
Linda 
____________________________________________________________________ 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY & BREAKFAST 

April 9th 8:30 a.m. breakfast 

followed by lesson. Please RSVP to 

Eileen G. so she can bring enough 
study materials. 
________________________________________________________ 

NEW ONLINE-GIVING BROCHURES in the Pews! 

Coming Soon! For those who prefer to donate on-
line; please check out soon the new brochures in the 
pew pockets which explain the different giving 
options for visitors, friends, and members to easily 
donate in different ways to WRPC, including online. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

THURSDAY BOOK GROUP next meets 3:00 pm 

Thursday, April 21, at the home of 
Sonia and Allan H., Reading: Love in 
the Time of Cholera by Gabriel Garcia 

Marquez. All are invited! Please RSVP 
so they know how many plan to 
attend. 

 

MISSION  

• Thanks to all who participated in 

Mission’s St. Patrick’s Day luncheon 

fundraiser.  It was good to see so many 
people enjoying time together and 
catching up! Thanks so much to all who 
setup, cooked, donated grocery items, helped 
serve, and those who cleaned up!  It was a 

wonderful time of food and fellowship and your 

donations raised over 500$ in funds for The 

Carpenter’s Helpers, -a Mission Partnership that 
works with Habitat for Humanity building homes for 
needy families. 

• The Mission Bake Sale returns this spring! Keep 
checking upcoming announcements!  

• FAMILY PROMISE returns to providing shelter 

and meals in Wheat Ridge and N. Lakewood.  
WPC’s mission has supported the Family Promise 
(FP) organization for the past several years.  Our 
contribution was to provide an evening meal for 
these homeless families one night of the week 
when the group was being housed at Jefferson 
Ave United Methodist Church (JAUMC) at 44th and 
Kipling.  That amounted to 6 or 7 meals over the 

year. The meals feed about 15-20 people. 
  Last year with the Covid pandemic FP had to 
modify the way they operated.  Instead of the 
participants being housed on a rotational basis by 
several churches, they were housed in motels and 
offered gift cards to purchase food and necessary 
items.   

  Now that the pandemic has settled, the participants 
are being housed in one location instead of several 
on a rotational basis, with the churches rotating 
weekly providing the meals and other items needed 
for each location. 
  WPC will provide one evening meal during the 
week that is JAUMC’s turn to provide the food.   
That happens about every two months.  We resumed 

providing meals this past February and our next turn 

is the end of April, and then again in July, Aug., 

Oct., and Dec. 
  Family Promise is always in need of snacks and 
easily prepared food items and hygiene items.  If you 

would like to donate or help with either with one or 

more of the bi-monthly meals or providing the 

regularly needed items, please call Betty Niquette 

or Jeanne Miller. 
________________________________________________________ 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER – Looking to One Great 

Hour of Sharing:  On Palm Sunday, April 10, we will 
receive and dedicate the One Great Hour 
of Sharing Offering in our church family.  
One Great Hour of Sharing is the single 
largest way that Presbyterians come together every 
year to work for a better world. 
  Around the world, millions of people lack access to 
sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, 
education, and opportunity.  The three programs 
supported by OGHS are Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and 
Self-Development of People--all work in different 
ways to serve individuals and communities in need.  
Their work fits together to provide people with safety, 
sustenance, and hope. 
  One of the three important programs supported by 
OGHS is the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
Program.  As we know from recent bulletin inserts, 
PDA is there in Ukraine working with our partners, 
providing immediate basic emergency assistance for 
survival, and ongoing financial and technical 
assistance as the network of faith communities 
providing humanitarian assistance grows in the 
months ahead. 
  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has through the 
last years also developed and supported a global 
response to COVID-19.  In 2020, PDA granted $6.5 
million, thru more than 500 grants in the U.S. and 56 
countries.  Of that, $3.5 million was for COVID-19 
response. PDA reports that decisions about how to 
award these grants became clear when they 
immersed their decision making with conversations 
with presbyteries, international partners, and 
colleagues who, have committed to be a Matthew 25 
church.  The OGHS Offering truly allows us here to 
respond to Christ's call in Matthew 25. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

April BIRTHDAYS 
 

 
   

 Doug. April  1 
 Ronna . April 14 
 Eleanor   April 16 
 Deloris   April 18 
 Judy     April 19 
 Dolores   April 20 

and if we have missed your birthday 
please notify the church office @ 303-422-2354 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY--begins here 6:30 pm 

Thursday, April 7.  All young adult singles, married, 
and with families are invited to attend! Contact Linda 
Valo Linda@wrpres.org for more details! 
 

WRPC Thoughts and Prayers: 

With Concern. . .  
• Dick P. is improving but remains at 

Sandalwood Rehabilitation Center,  

• Pauline G. became very ill around March 

12. Kerry flew down to be with her and 

Wendell in Tucson. Prayers for Pauline and 

husband, Wendell and their children at this difficult 

time. 

• Anne B. is home recovering from her foot surgery.  

• Please fix your directories. Frank B. has moved 
to the Villa Manor Care Center, 7950 W Mississippi 
Ave, Lakewood, CO 80226.  .  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Here is the Matthew 25 Neighborhood News: 
  One of the three tenets of becoming a Matthew 25 
church is to work towards eradicating systemic 
racism. Racism is not just a Black issue. Racism can 
encompass Blacks, Asians, Pacific Islanders, Native 
Americans, and others of color. Economic racism can 
be a poor white issue. 
  Two books that touch on racism in a setting different 
from Black racism are both written by Joy Harjo. She 
is of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation. She taught at the 
University of Colorado/Boulder from 1985 through 
1988.  The first book is Crazy Brave. It is a memoir 
by one of the United States leading Native American 
voices and details her journey to becoming a poet. 
Joy Harjo is the first Native American to serve as the 
United States Poet Laureate.  Poet Warrior is Harjo’s 
other memoir book. She has led a remarkable life 
and, through her beautiful song-like prose, 
we follow her journey and listen to her call for love 
and justice.  Were I to write so well.  It is always good 
for one to read and to discuss other views even if one 
remains unchanged by them. 
 

Matthew 25 Coalition: Ann L., moderator, Marny E., 
Caroline C., & Roxanne F. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

The yearly irrigation ditch cleanup day starts 

9:00am Sat., April 2 here at the church.  Interested 

volunteers, please contact Jo Ann F., Chuck M., or 
any member of the Property Management 
Committee for more details. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

DIABETES ZOOM MEETINGS 4:30 pm Thursdays  
The meetings are for any type of diabetic, any age. 
We meet to support each other and have speakers 
on occasion. It’s valuable information and updates for 
diabetics and pre-diabetics and their families.  If 
interested, please contact the church office and we’ll 
forward you the group leader  Dave’s contact 
information   

mailto:Linda@wrpres.org


April 2022  

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

            1 

8:30-1:30 office hours  

9-1 Duplicate Bridge 
Group in Fellowship Hall 

2 

 

    

 

    3   

 
4 5 6 7 8 9    

8:45 am Adult Education 
9 am Choir Practice 
10 am Worship 
Hybrid/Communion 
11: 10 am Fellowship Time 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30-1:30 office hours 

8:30 am 4-F 

2:00 pm Matthew 25 
Coalition meeting 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

8:30-1:30 office hours 

6:30 pm weekly Healing 
Service via Zoom 

 

8:30-1:30 office hours 

 

6:30 pm Young Adult 
Ministry meet in FH 

 

8:30-1:30 office hours 

 

9:30-2 China Painters  

8:30 am Sat. AM Women’s 
Breakfast/Bible Study  

 

10   Palm Sunday 11  12  13 14  Maundy Thursday MR 

 

15   GOOD FRIDAY 
 
  
newNEWSLETTER  
les 
 
 
 
 
 are DUE 

16  
8:45 am Adult Education 
9 am Choir Practice 
10:00 am Worship Hybrid 
11:10 am Fellowship Time  
 

 

  
8:30-1:30 office hours 
10:30 am staff meeting 

 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

8:30-1:30 office hours 

6:30 pm weekly Healing 
Service via Zoom 

 

8:30-1:30 office hours 

 

5:30 pm MR Soup Meal  
provided in FH 

 

May Newsletters articles due 
 

8:30-1:30 office hours 

9:00 AM Easter Breakfast SetUp 

17   Easter Sunday 

 

18  19 20 21    22  23 

8-9:30 am  Easter Breakfast 
9am Choir Practice 
9:40 am Easter Egg Hunt 
for Children & Youth 
10:00 am Worship Hybrid 
 

 8:30-1:30 office hours 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

 

8:30-1:30 office hours 

6:30 pm weekly Healing 
Service via Zoom 

 

8:30-1:30 office hours  

10-Noon Faith Formation 
in Fellowship Hall 

3:00 pm Thursday Book 
Group reading Love in 
the Time of Cholera 

7:00 pm Session meets 
via Zoom 

 

8:30-1:30 office hours 9:00 am  Lateral Ditch  

Cleanup day starts at WRPC  

in back parking lot by 
ditch 

24 

8:45 am Adult Education 
9 am Choir Practice  
10:00 am Worship Hybrid 
11:10 am Fellowship Time  
11:30 am SLL? Check 
upcoming announcements 
for details 
 

25 

 

26 
8:30-1:30 office hours 
 
7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

27 
8:30-1:30 office hours 

6:30 pm weekly Healing 
Service via Zoom 

 

28 

8:30-1:30 office hours 

29 

8:30-1:30 office hours 

  30 

 
9:00 am WRPC Church  
 Cleanup Day 
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