
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Dear Friends,  

 
I was writing this article for the June Newsletter when I observed tears running down my 
daughter’s rosy cheeks.  Stunned, I asked her what was happening. “Dad, I don’t understand, 
there has been another mass shooting at an elementary school.”  We both sat silently with nothing 
to say.  Minutes later I received a phone call from my oldest daughter who having just finished a 
long day of nursing clinicals, called to voice her anger, sadness, and despair. “Dad, I am never 
going to have kids.”  

 
Twenty-four hours later, I still have nothing to add to the conversation and my own despair rages 
within me.  I keep asking myself “how long?”  The Irish band U2 has a song titled “40,” also known 
as “How Long.”  This popular song is based on Psalm 40, a psalm of personal lament.  Its power 
comes as the psalmist admits his demise and ultimately finds restoration in God.  But as I read 
this Psalm and hear Bono’s voice singing “How long.” I know we will not find any restoration any 
time soon when it comes to America’s pandemic of gun violence.  We are a people in love with 
guns. Try finding a movie that does not contain some sort of gun violence.  And with some 400 
million guns circulating in the United States, I am not sure gun laws will ease our pain.   

 
While I am angry, sad and defeated I know I can turn to the scriptures for language.  Neither the 
Old Testament nor the New Testament shy away from dealing with our grief.  The book of 
Lamentations tells the story of God’s disappointment about Jerusalem, a city that has turned away 
from God’s love.   

 
How lonely sits the city that once was full of people! How like a widow she has become, 
she that was great among the nations! She that was a princess among the provinces 
has become a vassal. 2She weeps bitterly in the night, with tears on her cheeks; among 
all her lovers she has no one to comfort her; all her friends have dealt treacherously 
with her, they have become her enemies.  

 
These words speak to collective pain and trauma and invites the reader to ask hard questions.  
Throughout the entire book of Lamentations, the question is “Why have you forgotten us, God?”   
The poet in his question opens avenues of conversation, dialogue, and honest sharing rather than 
giving us a simple unfulfilling answer. The poet also models that sharing of our deepest grief is 
permissible and even encouraged.  

 
While we don’t have any answers, we do serve a God who through mystery and love 
accompanies us through our despair.  And we serve a God who makes space for us to sing a 
song demanding action. Through ongoing, open conversation we are encouraged to seek 
legislative action, be present with those who grieve, and to find ways to implement faith formation 
that will give us the tools to live in a world mired in sin. How long, O God? How Long?  

 

Peace, Whit

June 2022 



SESSION:  The May meeting of Session welcomed 

Linda Johnston to a second 3 year term, and Mick 
Domenick and Jim Niquette were also elected as 
elders at the February Congregational meeting.  
Session committees will be completed at the June 
meeting.  Finance and Administration as of April 30, 
Yearly Undesignated Operating Fund income of 
$95,519, and Yearly Undesignated Operational Fund 
expenses of $80,061.  

Session next meets Thursday, June 16 via Zoom 

at 7:00 pm.  
Clerk of Session, Ruth B. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
    On Pentecost Sunday, June 5, we celebrate the gift 
of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the church. The 

Holy Spirit remains with us connecting us with 
the church of the past and inspiring the church of 
today pointing us to the church of the future. 
Each year, this celebration is marked by 

receiving the Pentecost Offering which nurtures the 
faith of those who are the church to come---children, 
youth and young adults. 40% of this special Offering 
will remain right here in our church family 
administered by the CE committee and supporting the 
projects and activities of our children and youth.     
    By giving to the Pentecost Offering we are helping 
our children & youth grow up to proclaim with the 
Psalmist, "O God, from my youth you have taught me, 
and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds." 
    " Stewardship is more than money. It's how we use 
our talents, time and treasure to live out our faith, 
show thankfulness for God's amazing grace and care 
for the environment, and ensure that Christ's work in 
the kingdom continues."         Stephen Keizer, Vice President, 

 Presbyterian Foundation Ministry Relations 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

meets Saturday, June 25 at 9:30 a.m.  

in Fellowship Hall 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4F (Food, Fun, Fellowship and Fixin’) --Will next 

meet Tuesday, June 7th at 8:30 am. Please come 
for some Food, Fellowship, Fun and Fixin”!  
__________________________________________________________________________ 

DEACONS 

A CARING REMINDER FROM THE 

DEACONS:  
If your family suffers a loss or illness, or you 
would like to request prayer, please contact: 
Rev. Whit, church office number or his cell  
Church Office, 303-422-2354  
Prayer Chain, Nancy R. 
Deacon Chair Trio: Eleanor, Marcia, & Jeanne 

PRAYER CHAIN – WPC’s Prayer Chain is a quick 
way to have your prayer concerns passed on to the 
church family and enables the church to support you 
more rapidly in your time of need. 

Deacons meet Sunday, June 12 at 11:15 am 

WORSHIP 
• SUMMER SCHEDULE: 

Worship stays at 10 am 

this summer from 
Memorial Day Weekend 
through September with 

most services Outdoors 

in the Outdoor Worship 

Center.  

• On Sunday, June 19, we’ll install our new 

elders and deacons.  

• On the first Sundays of June–September the 

service will be indoors and communion will be 
offered. The other Sundays will be outdoors, 
weather permitting.   

• Umbrella Setup/Takedown Provided –Please 
leave the umbrellas up on Outdoor Sundays. 
Property Management Committee has hired 
wonderful folks to be the setup/takedown people for 
Outdoor Worship this summer.  

• With summer comes the outdoor services in our 
wonderful Outdoor Worship Center. We are looking 
at ways we can make this area safer and more 
accessible for everyone.  
Some changes we are trying:  

1. Maintain the last row of seats (near the ushers) 
for those with limited mobility and their families.   

2. Have ushers collect the offering starting at the 
top and working down.  

3.Restrooms can be found using the ramp down 

to the double doors to the Christian Education 

wing.  Restrooms are to the left.  All other doors to 
the church building will be locked during worship. 

______________________________________________________________________  
 

WRPC Healing & Prayer Worship Services via 

Zoom –Wednesdays at 6:30 pm resumes  
This service meets weekly and is designed to be 
interactive and prayerful. It’s built on the foundation 
of the service for Wholeness and Healing from the 
Presbyterian Book of Order. Hope you can attend. 

Here’s the link for this service: You can tune in at 

6:30 pm using the Zoom link or the weekly link:   
You can find them in the midweek E-Post or by 
contacting the church office at 303-422-2354 or 
Jenny@wrpres.org.  
  

mailto:Jenny@wrpres.org


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

  This year spring event dinner and a movie on May 

13th was a delight. Nearly 40 people dined on Eastern 
European cuisine including stuffed cabbage, chicken 
paprikash and treated to an incredible desert from Das 
Myers thanks to Sean Mestdagh. After dinner we 
enjoyed the antics of Mel Brooks in his hilarious movie 
“Young Frankenstein”. We want to thank everyone 
who participated in this fun and tasty event. (See 
photos toward the end of the newsletter). 

  On May 22, we acknowledged and celebrated with 

Josiah R. on his high school graduation. It was great 
to hear more of Josiah’s story during worship and 
heartwarming to know that even after living many 

years away from Wheat Ridge, he and his mom Kristi 
still consider WRPC their church home. We want to 
congratulate him on his achievement and send best 
wishes to Josiah and all the other 2022 grads. 

  Summer is almost here, and it is time for Kamp 

Kidventure Vacation Bible School for Ages 5-11, 

Monday–Thursday, June 20-23. 9 am to 12 pm 

Monday through Wednesday, 9am-3 pm on 

Thursday (Which will include Water Appreciation Day 
in the afternoon). Presbyterian Highlands Camp is 
partnering with us and sending trained counselors to 

our church for a “Down the Hill Camp.” This will 
resemble a day camp experience for children as if 
they were actually up at the Highlands Camp and 

Retreat Center in Allenspark. Register at the church 
website www.wrpres.org or pick up a form at the 
church office or from Linda Valo. Please contact Linda 
with any questions at Linda@wrpres.org  
Grace and peace, Linda Valo    
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS &  

NOTES OF THANKSGIVING 

With Concern. . .  

• For Roxanne recovering from 
surgery May 27.  

With Concern. . .  

• For Jo Ann F.’s son, David, may these infused 
medicine treatments improve his health and slow 
the progress of his MS. 

• Katie S.’s mom, having the pacemaker surgery 
soon. 

• For our dear friends far away, Alice D., Pauline  

(see her note in With Thanksgiving), and Linda G., 
May their health conditions continue to improve.  

• Bob and Nancy R.s daughter, Angelina, who 
had a blood clot in her leg May 17 for healing and 
rapid recovery. 

• For Betsy S.’s brother-in-law Steve coming 
home soon from rehab after sepsis.  

• No calls please right now to Irene J. who is 
recovering from COVID. She’s improving, but 
breathing/talking are still very difficult for her.  

She’s now at home and welcomes prayers and 
cards.  

• May God’s spirit of peace be with those suffering 
from the war in Ukraine, the victims of shootings 
and violence in the US and other places in the 
world. 

With Sympathy . . .  

• Dot B. contacted the prayer chain earl y in May to 

let us know her husband Frank died. Frank 
suffered much pain those last months.  The family 
was able to gather and visit with him shortly before 

his death. The address now for Dorothy/Dot is 

her former one in Westminster..  

• For Chuck and Jeanne M.’s college friend Tom 
who died recently suffering from pancreatic 

cancer and his family. 
With Thanksgiving… 

• Thanksgiving that Rev. Whit’s May 5 ACL surgery 
went so well and for his continued healing and 
recovery.  

• Thanksgiving that Jeff S.s knee surgery went so 
well and he’s recovering so quickly.  

• Thanksgiving for Josiah R. and other 2022 
graduates!  

• From Pauline (see her card on the bulletin board by 
Fellowship Hall for more details).  
“…I’m home now five weeks…making steady 
progress…great support from family, friends, and 
especially the WRPC family. Thanks for your cards, 
thoughts, and prayers. …Perhaps we can make a 
visit to Colorado later this summer. I would love to 
see all of you.” 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

THURSDAY BOOK GROUP  meets Thursday June 

16 at 3:00 pm at Bonnie’s home. 

Reading: The Lincoln Highway by Amor 

Towles. Please RSVP, so she knows how 
many plan attending.  
Happy summer reading!  

______________________________________ 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY-June & July 

SAT. A.M. WOMEN’S BIBLE 

STUDY/BREAKFAST is taking a 
summer break-see you in August! 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DIABETES ZOOM MEETINGS 4:30 pm Thursdays  
The meetings are for any type of diabetic, any 
age. We meet to support each other and have 
speakers on occasion. It’s valuable information 
and updates for diabetics and pre-diabetics and 
their families.  If interested, please contact the 
church office and they’ll send you the group 
leader, Dave’s contact info.  

__________________________________________________________________________ 
  

http://www.wrpres.org/
mailto:Linda@wrpres.org


 

COMMUNITY EVENTS Community Fundraiser! 

Family Promise’s Walk for Stability.   
Family Promise (FP) is one of the groups we support 

at WRPC. It’s dedicated to helping 
homeless families find jobs, 
housing, offers counseling for 
employment, finances, and housing. 
Families stay in the program for two 
or three months. They’re having a 

fund raiser Saturday, June 4th 
called the Walk for Stability.  Here are the details:  
Walk is at Sloan’s Lake, north side off of W. Byron 
place. Registration starts at 8AM; Walk starts at 9AM 
Preregistration: $25 per person, day of: $30  Here's a 
direct link to the FP page to join the Walk for Stability 
or contribute to help keep children safe and housed. 
 
https://www.classy.org/event/walk-for-
stability/e394890 

  Other ways to help Family Promise is to donate to 
their pantry:  Canned goods, paper products., hygiene 
products, frozen burritos for quick snacks, Cereal, 

bottled water, tortillas Bring them to me (Betty N.) at 
the church and I will deliver or take directly to the 
church hosting them. 

Thanks,  
Betty Niquette 

June BIRTHDAYS 

 
  Alice D. June   2 
  Lori G.   June   4 
  Dick S.   June 12 
  Caroline   June 16 
  Jeanne M.  June 16 
  Ariane M.  June 23 
  Allison C.  June 24 
  Jo Ann F.  June 25 
  Pat Y. June 25 
  Naomi S.  June 29 
 

and if we have missed your birthday please notify 
the church office @ 303-422-2354. 

_________________________________________ 

 

https://www.classy.org/event/walk-for-stability/e394890
https://www.classy.org/event/walk-for-stability/e394890


“Young Frankenstein” Food and Fun May 13th at 
WRPC!  
 

Hilarious Movie!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Amazing Food! 
Wonderful Fellowship!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to the 
Valos,  
the Christian 
Education 
Committee,  
and other helpers 
for this great 
event!  
 
(Photos by  
Lori G.) 
 
 
 



Congratulations to 2022 High School Graduate Josiah! 

 

 
 
May 22, 2022 

 

 



June 2022 
SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

          1 2 3 4 

This summer if there are 
no scheduled meetings 
and it’s rainy, Centennial 
State Pipes and Drums 
will meet Sunday 
afternoons here 

   Limited staffing 6/2-6/12 Limited staffing 6/2-6/12 
 
9:00-2 Duplicate Bridge 
group in Fellowship Hall 
(FH) 

 
9AM Family 
Promise Walk for 
Stability at Sloan’s 
Lake 

5 INDOOR WORSHIP 6 7 8     9 10        10 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 
10:00 am Worship 
(Communion & Nametag) 

11:10am Fellowship Time 
 

 

 

8:30 am 4 F 

Limited staffing 6/2-6/12 
 
7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

 

 

Limited staffing 6/2-6/12 
 

 

 

Limited staffing 6/2-6/12 
 

 

Limited staffing 6/2-6/12 
 

9:30-2:30 pm 

China Painters Potluck in FH 

 

12 OUTDOOR WORSHIP 
 
 
PE 
PENTECOST  

 

13  14  15 16 17 18  

 TRINITY SUNDAY 
10:00 am Worship in 
OWC 

11:10 am Fellowship Time  
11:15 am Deacons mtg 

 
  

5:30 pm Worship 
Committee meets via 
Zoom 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

 3:00 pm Thursday Book 
Group at Bonnie’s reading 
The Lincoln Highway by 
Amor Towles 

7:00 pm Session meets via 
Zoom 

   

19  OUTDOOR WORSHIP 
 

 

20  21 22 23  24  25 

Vacation Bible School 
Sunday 
10:00 am Worship in 

OWC/ Installation of 
2022 Elders and Deacons  

11:10 am Fellowship Time  

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
“Down the Hill”  
9 am-Noon 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
9 am-Noon 

 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
9 am-Noon4 pm 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
9 am-Noon 
12:30 pm Lunch for VBSers 
1-3pm Water Appreciation 
Day 

 

 9:30 am 
Stewardship 
meeting in FH 

26  OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

10:00 am Worship in 
OWC 

11:10 am Fellowship 
Time 
Vacation Bible School 
Sunday 
11:45 am Single Ladies 
Lunch 

21   

 
 

 

28 
 
 
 
7 pm Pipers Practice 

29 
 
2 pm Matthew 25 
Coalition 
 

30 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church 
9180 W. 38th Avenue 
Wheat Ridge CO 80033 
________________ 
 
Phone:  303.422.2354 
Fax: 303.456.0533 
Web: www.wrpres.org 
Email: info@WRPres.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


