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Service of Lament and Hope July 10 
How many of you have had to change your plans in the 
past two years?   This spring while working on my rehab 
for my ACL surgery, it dawned on me, we as a 
congregation need to make a change to traditional work 
that is done by a church seeking a new pastor.  The 
change is to add a step to the traditional tasks of coming 
to terms with the congregational history which include 
discovering a new identity, shifts in power and leadership, 
rethinking denominational linkages, and committing to a 
new leadership and a new future. All this work needs to 
be completed on the road to a new pastor, but it will be 
skewed if we don’t first deal with the pain, frustration, grief, and trauma we have endured for well over 
two years now.  Each one of us has an image, a view, a story, or a disappointment carried within our 
bodies.  So, this summer we will be offering ways to strengthen our resilience and name those sore 
spots.  
 

To help us do this the worship committee will be changing the basic structure of the July 10th worship 
service.  The inside service is designed to be interactive, engaging, and safe.  The main elements of 
the service will be conversation, prayer stations, and laying on of hands/anointing.  
I realize this service will be comfortable for some but a little challenging for others.  That said, I highly 
encourage you to attend even if this is out of your comfort zone and even invite friends to this service. 
The service will leave space for grief and to think again of the hope we have in a risen savior. 
 

Conversations will be in very small groups and focused on naming places of grief and loss you have 
experienced. Loss might include a death, or the loss a vacation, or not being able to visit a loved one. 
It might include politics, gun violence, or loss from natural disasters.  This time might also be used to 
share a story from the pandemic that illustrates just how strange it has been for the past few years. 
 

Prayer stations will be designed for personal reflection and include scriptures of lament and hope.  
You will be able to write something and then add it anonymously to the “lament or hope pile.”  The 
third station will be one of anointing and laying on of hands.  Yes, Presbyterians are allowed to anoint 
and to offer words of blessing and healing. If this is too much for you can pray, or journal during this 
section of the service.  It might be a good thing to bring a journal. 
Hoping to connect with a variety of learning styles, poetry and special music will be offered along with 
Old and New Testament Readings.  The service will conclude with a message of hope and the final 
hymn will be “Go in Hope.”  
 

I hope you will consider inviting or bringing a friend to the service.  We are all carrying various 
amounts of grief with us.  This invitational and interactive service is great place to begin 
conversations and to remind all of us God is present with us in these difficult days. 
 

Blessings, Whit 

July 2022 



Vacation Bible School July 2022  
“Showing Kindness to Others” 
 

 



 

DEACONS: A CARING REMINDER FROM THE 

DEACONS:  If your family suffers a loss or illness, or 
you would like to request prayer, please contact: 

Rev. Whit, at office number/cell 303-981-9993 
Church Office, 303-422-2354  
Prayer Chain, Nancy R. 
Deacon Chair Trio: Eleanor, Marcia, & Jeanne 

PRAYER CHAIN – More prayer members 

needed! Prayer Chain is quick way to have your 
prayer concerns passed on to the church family 
and enables the church to support you more 
rapidly in your time of need.  
  The chain Is looking for some new members. 
All that’s required is to pray for the concerns 
shared and pass them along via a phone call or 
message to another church friend on the chain. If 
you’re interested in joining this vital ministry, 
please contact Nancy R. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4F (Food, Fun, Fellowship and Fixin’) --Will 

next meet Tuesday, July 5th at 8:30 am. 
Please come for some Food, Fellowship, Fun 
and Fixin”!  
__________________________________________________________________________ 

WORSHIP—meets on Zoom 5:30 pm July 5 

• The first Sunday of each 
summer month, the service 

will be indoors, they are 

NAMETAG Sundays, and 

communion is offered. 

Sunday, July 10 will also be indoors for a 

special service Of Lament and Hope (see 
Rev. Whit’s pastoral letter on the front page). 

The other non-first Sundays will be outdoors, 
weather permitting.  

• Umbrellas are Setup now for the summer–
Worship and Property Management 
Committees have decided to try just leaving 
them setup for Outdoor Worship this summer. 

• With summer comes the outdoor services in our 
wonderful Outdoor Worship Center. We are 
looking at ways we can make this area safer 
and more accessible for everyone.  
Some changes we are trying:  

1. Maintain the last row of seats (near the 
ushers) for those with limited mobility and their 
families.   

2. Have ushers collect the offering starting at 
the top and working down.  

3.Restrooms can be found using the ramp 

down to the double doors to the Christian 

Education wing.  Restrooms are to the left.  
All other doors to the church building will be 
locked during worship. 

 

• Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church Worship 

is hybrid--in person and also on Zoom!  10 

am Sundays! WRPC worship is now a 

hybrid, continuing in person in our sanctuary 

on first Sundays of the month with the 
regular service including communion and 
offertory each Sunday, and the other Sundays 

of the month are Outdoors now through 

September, weather permitting. Both places 

we are reaching out by Zoom to members 

and friends unable to attend in person.  We 

hope to see you Sundays, but if you’re unable 

to attend in person, you can tune in at 10 am 

using the Zoom link: You can find it in the 
midweek E-Post, the Zoomers email, or by 
contacting the church office.  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Building Use & Property Management 

Committees need your help!  
  We and the Church Session feel the church 
can be better utilized by the congregation and 
the community,  with a little more organization 
and creating safer and user-friendly spaces. 
  We’re beginning by cleaning up all rooms and 

closets and starting this week we invite each 

committee and/or user group to go through 

their area and put unwanted items in either 

the Uplift Room by the piano (to access see 

Jenny, JoAnn, Jim N., or Anne B.) or the 

Session Room under the designated sign. 
  The Building Use Committee will sift through 
the items and decide if they’ll be either donated 
or sold in a church sale (no personal items from 
home please-we’re trying to get the church 

house in order).  Please try to do the cleanout 

by July 15 so we can better plan on the sale, 
getting the donations picked up and out and so 
on.  Questions? See Anne B. or Jo Ann F..  
________________________________________________ 
WRPC Healing & Prayer Worship Services 

via Zoom –Wednesdays at 6:30 pm  
This service meets weekly and is designed to 
be interactive and prayerful. It’s built on the 
foundation of the service for Wholeness and 
Healing from the Presbyterian Book of Order. 
Hope you can attend. You can get this link from 
the midweek E-Post or by contacting the church 
office at 303-422-2354,  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Vacation Bible School:  The week of June 

20th-23rd WRPC was filled with the sounds of 
laughter and excitement from 15 energetic 
children, three counselors from Highlands 
Camp and Retreat Center, and 7 very dedicated 
volunteers.  

  The days were 
jam-packed 
learning about 

“Showing 

Kindness to Others”, through crafts, mission 
projects, games, and fun energizers each 
morning.  (Please see some photos shared 
earlier in this newsletter.)   

Every day the children were treated to 
delicious snacks, prepared by loving hands, 
including Thursday’s amazing cookie bar!  

The week concluded Thursday afternoon with 

the annual “Water Fun Day.” After having a 
yummy pizza lunch, the children spent two 
hours playing in pools and buckets filled with 
water toys. They also had a blast sliding 
downhill on ice blocks, a gigantic slip and slide, 
and a 300-water balloon fight! The end of the 
day included face painting and a visit from 
Marty Jewel who came as a fun clown and 
presented the children with balloon characters. 

The C.E. Committee wishes to thank the 
three counselors Amanda, Anna and Leah from 
Highlands Camp and Retreat, and to the 7 
incredibly hardworking volunteers, Barbara S., 
Betsy S., Karen P., Taylor R., Mallorie V., teen 
volunteers Hannah D. and Taylor C., who 
helped make the children’s experience both 
safe and fun. A big thanks to all who provided 
cookies. We also send a big thank you to all the 
families from the community who graciously 
allowed their children to participate in “Down the 
Hill Camp.” 

Grace and Peace, Linda 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MISSION  

Mission Committee meets Wednesday,  

July 6 at 2:00 pm.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 

THURSDAY BOOK GROUP meets Thursday, 

Sept. 15 at 3:00 pm at the home of 

Allan and Sonia Please RSVP, so 
they know how many guests to 
expect.  Reading: Short Nights of 
the Shadow Catcher: The Epic Life 
and Immortal Photographs of 

Edward Curtis by Timothy Egan 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MATTHEW 25 COALITION - MAY Month of 

Engagement Summary  
  In this Presbytery-wide project the WRPC 
family took the time through the month to report 
their volunteer hours and the projects and 
activities where they were sharing their time, 
energies, creativity & passion.  

Total Volunteer Hours Reported:  400 Hours 

Church Activities and Projects: - 172  Hours 
  The volunteer hours covered all aspects of 
church life: preparation for study groups & 
special events; support for various mission 
outreach projects; maintenance of the church 
building, sound system  & grounds; and the 
work of all committees Deacons, Session, and 
all organizations within the church. 

Community Involvement: 116 Hours 
  The church family is making a difference for 
others in the community through their 
involvement on various Boards, including the 
Highland West Community Board;  working with 
Uplift Internationale, Rotary, the VOA senior 
nutrition site; providing support  for polio victims 
and giving blood. 

Support & Assistance to friends, family, and 

neighbors - 112 hours    Volunteers served " 
the least of these" in so many ways.  They 
provided support by simply listening, staying in 
touch thru visits, notes, calls to those with 
special needs, grieving or home bound.  They 
provided rides to medical appointments and 
shopping   They took the time to assist in setting 
up bank accounts, phone systems and helping 
others with gardening, lawns, and a move to a 
new apartment. Others provided tutoring, or 
shared flowers with strangers in a parking lot; 
baked cookies or cuddled newborn babies at 
the hospital.  Another prepared a special meal 
to introduce two elderly Ukrainian women. 
  While we can share the numbers and some of 
the stories, it is hard to understand the amazing 
and far reaching caring difference the members 
of our WRPC family are making for others in so 
many ways.  Thank you for sharing and for all 
you do in so many ways for others.  We are a 
Matthew 25 congregation. 
 

The Matthew 25 Coalition: Caroline Clovesko, 
Marny Eulberg, Roxanne Foster, Ann 
Ludvigsen, Belinda Smiley, Rev. Whit Dempsey 
 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Matthew 25 vision focus areas: building 
congregational vitality; eradicating systemic poverty; dismantling 
structural racism.   "To be a Matthew 25 church simply means that you 
are committed to pouring love, energy and action into one or more of 
these three focuses. 



___________________________________________________________________ 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS &  

NOTES OF THANKSGIVING 

With Concern. . .  

• Dick and Ginny have moved. The info was in 
the midweek e-Post or contact the church 
office. Please update your directories. Their 
emails and phone numbers remain the same.  

• Jeff S. had COVID at the beginning of June.. 

• Alice D. has moved to a skilled nursing care 
facility.  Her new address was in the midweek 
E-Posts. You can also call her on her cell.  

• Ron J. tested positive for COVID recently.  

• With Sympathy. . .  

Irene J. died peacefully surrounded by family 

and friends on Friday, July 1.  See upcoming 
announcements for more details.  

With Thanksgiving… 

Rev. Whit had a great trip and celebration of his 
daughter’s graduation early in June but is glad 
to be home. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

July BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

   Ann M. July  2 
   Valerie F. July  3 
   Sonia H. July  6 
   Larry A. July  6 
   Cece G. July  9 
   Linda J. July 11 
   Ralph H. July 12 
   Nancy B. July 14 
   Joy T.  July 15 
   Nicholas F. July 16 
   Roxanne F. July 17 
   Linda V. July 20 
   Chuck M. July 31 
   Wally P. July 31 
 

…and if we have missed your birthday, please 
notify the church office @ 303-422-2354. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

NAKAI TASKFORCE 

BRACELETMAKING EVENT –10-

Noon Sat., Aug 6 

Presbytery’s Nakai group 
(group that Lori and former 
pastor, Rev. Kim G. are part of) which works to 
help advance women's and girls’ health in 
Zimbabwe has rescheduled the making 
bracelets and prayer beads for various 

fundraisers event to Saturday, August 6, 10 
am to noon at Genesis Presbyterian Church, 
5797 S. Simms, Littleton, 80127. All are 
welcome to attend.  Questions? Contact Lori.  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

SPECIAL MUSIC SUNDAYS 

 
 

 
We’ve missed Katie dearly this summer.  
Thanks so much to those who have helped with 
special and regular music during worship! 

• Thanks to Organist, Julie P. and Pianist, 

Betty N. for marvelous duets for Lent, Easter, 

and Eastertide and to the WRPC choir group 

leaders for leading hymns in May and most of 
June and will be singing special music July 10 
“Lord, Why Have You Forsaken Me”.  



• Thanks to the Centennial Pipers and Drums 

for their music shared in the June 19 service.. 
They opened the service with their Scotland 
the Brave Set (Scotland the Brave, 42nd 
Highlanders, Highland Laddie), shared as 
special music “Amazing Grace” and offertory 
“Highland Cathedral”, finally closing the 
service with “Our Retreat set” (The Green Hills 
of Tyrol, The Battles O’er, Castle Dangerous). 
This was wonderful to have on that special 
Sunday outdoors as we installed Elders Mick 
D. and Jim N. 

• We’re blessed to have Taylor R. who led the 
hymns Sunday, June 5 and is performing 
much of the special music and leading hymns 
this summer. Sunday, July 3 Taylor will sing “I 
Hear Liberty Singing” and later this summer 
other special music including “I Don’t Know 
How to Love Him”.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

WRPC STAFF meeting Tue., July 12.  
All staff please attend this meeting.   
 
 

THANKS to Guest Preacher, The Rev. Bill 
Davis on June 12, the Centennial Pipes and 
Drums here June 19 and Rev. Whit doing 
TWAA June 19 and 26!   
                                  (photos by Lori Golightly)   
 

 



July 2022  

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

       
 1    1  2 

     8:30-1:00 Church office 

 9:00-2:00 Duplicate 
Bridge Group 

 

3   4  5 6 7 8 9 

10 am Worship  
INDOORS 
 (Communion, & 
Nametag) Brief 
Congregational mtg to 
elect Ashley Cress as 
Deacon 
11:15 Fellowship Time  
 

 

 

 

8:30-1:00 Church office 
8:30 am 4-F  
5:30 pm Worship 
Committee via Zoom  
7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

8:30-1:00 Church office 

 

2:00 pm Mission 
Committee meeting 

 

8:30-1:00 Church office 

 
 

8:30-1:00 Church office 

9:30-2:00 pm  

China Painters  

 

No  Sat. AM Women’s 
Breakfast /Bible Study 
this summer 

 

10  11  12  13 14 15  16  

10:00 am “Service of 
Lament & Hope” 
Worship INDOORS  
11:15 am Fellowship Time 
11:45 am Single Ladies 
Lunch at Bridgewater 
Grill RSVP to Betsy 
 

 

 

 

 
8:30-1:00 Church office 
10:30 am WRPC Staff 
meeting—all staff attend 
please!  
7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

8:30-1:00 Church office 
 
 
 

8:30-1:00 Church office 

 

 

8:30-1:00 Church office 
 
WRPC August Newsletter 
articles due 
 

 

 

 

 

 

17  18   19  20 21   22  23  

10 am Worship   
OUTDOORS 
11:10 am Fellowship Time  
 

 8:30-1:00 Church office 

 

 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

 

 8:30-1:00 Church office 

 

8:30-1:00 Church office 

 

No Session meeting this 
month 

 

Paving Repairs -use West 
alley & park in south lot 
8:30-1:00 Church office 

 

 

24    

10:00 am Worship 
OUTDOORS  
11:10 am Fellowship Time  
 

25   

 

26 
8:30-1:00 Church office 
 
7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

27 
8:30-1:00 Church office 
 
 

28 
8:30-1:00 Church office 
 

29 

8:30-1:00 Church office 

 

30 

 

31 

10:00 am Worship 
OUTDOORS  
11:10 am Fellowship Time  
 

 Pavers sealing South 
Parking Lot 
(August 9—pavers 
sealing entire lot) 

    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church 

9180 W. 38th Avenue 
Wheat Ridge CO 80033 
________________ 
 

Phone:  303.422.2354 
Fax: 303.456.0533 
Web: www.wrpres.org 
Email: info@WRPres.org  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
     

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


