
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Wheat Ridge Family, 
 

Autumn is my favorite time of year hands down.  Cooler days, crisp evenings, the changing of the 
leaves and the anticipation of skiing brings me joy.  
Church life improves in the fall as new Sunday morning 
classes are offered, stewardship folks are knee deep in 
their work, and Elders and Deacons are hard at work 
providing care and inspiration for members and friends. 
  From worship to conversation to music there is much 
happening this fall at WRPC. 
 

 

Music 
On September 11, Mission committee as part of the Lomagundi Clinic Mission Partnership will host a 
concert to support the clinic in Zimbabwe. The event features an operatic trained tenor who has been 
part of the Spirituals Project at DU (see videos on Facebook and YouTube--catch Wade in the 
Water) singing spirituals and the jazz band “The Rootin’ Tootin’s Dixieland Jazz Band” (check out the 
videos on their Facebook page). Doors open at 4:30, concert begins at 5 PM.   
 

Engaging Scripture 
Session will be voting on WPRC becoming a Matthew 25 Congregation. The 222nd and 223rd 
General Assemblies (2016 and 2018) challenged the PC(USA) to embrace Jesus’ call in Matthew 
25:31–46 to take our living faith into our communities and the world. As a Matthew 25 church, we are 
called to live out true discipleship by acting boldly, compassionately, and fearlessly serving people 
who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor. 
 

Conversation 
Several committees are working together to provide opportunities to learn and discuss various 
political and theological issues.  In October, with support from the Christian Education committee and 
Mission, I will offer a class on Christian Nationalism and Matthew 25 Coalition hopes to offer a one on 
defining systematic racism and Critical Race Theory and will be offering a discussion on Native 
American poetry. 
 

Stewardship  
Through participation in the Peace & Global Witness Offering, our church is extending Christ’s peace 
throughout our community and our world. We begin at the communion table, with our siblings in every 
time and place, and we celebrate the peace we find there and commit to building a more just and 
peaceful world. God’s peace, empowered by God’s joy, reminds us that we are connected to each 
other. We are not alone. Peace begins with each of us. The Peace & Global Witness Offering will be 
received on October 2, 2022. 

 

Worship for All Ages 
And maybe the most ambitious endeavor will be worship in Advent.  Inspired by scripture and C.S. 
Lewis’s The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe, Session and Deacons will work together in leading 
us into the mystical and inspiring land of Narnia where it is always winter but never Christmas.  I 
highly encourage you to read The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe this fall. 
 

Peace, Whit    

September 2022 



Presbyterians serving others this summer! 
 

              August 6 
Nakai Taskforce (NTF) Fundraiser 
Members at work including on left 
former pastor, Rev. Kim and Lori (in 
red).  The NTF works to support 
women's health in Zimbabwe by 
partnering in education and other 
areas of support for health care for 
girls and women of all ages. (Nakai 
is the Shona word for beautiful, well, 
and healthy) 
 

       August 21, 2022:   
We honored and celebrated some of the Deacon Leaders here at 
WRPC:      

 
  The Rev. Dr.  Whitney  
 Dempsey and Pulpit Elder  
 Jo Ann (far left and  
 right) Ordaining/Installing 
Deacons Marcia and Ashley 
(center, left to right)  
 

                                                                                       
 

Presbyterian Women Light of Christ 
Award Winner, Marny (left), receives her 
award from WRPC PW member Betsy 
(right). 
This award honors women from the 
church for service to their church and/or 
community. 
 

(photos by Lori)  



SESSION 
  A topic for discussion at the August meeting was  

should Wheat Ridge Presbyterian 
officially become a Matthew 25 Church.  
As seen by the Month of Engagement in 

May with over 400 voluntary hours given in support 
of church, family and community, the church is 
demonstrating our understanding in helping to 
strengthen and focus the work and witness of Jesus 
Christ.   
  Rev. Whit introduced an idea for Advent, which 
looks exciting and will be expanded upon at the 
September meeting. 
  Committee Chairs assignments for May 2022 
through April 2023: Audio/Visual Charles C., 
Christian Education—Vacancy, Fellowship—Kelsey, 
Finances and Administration—Linda J.,  
Membership Development—vacancy, Mission—
Marny,  Music—Mick, Personnel—Linda J./Jim N., 
Property Management—Jo Ann/Chuck M., 
Stewardship—Ann L., Worship—Bonnie. 
  Financial report as of July 31, 2022, the total yearly 
Undesignated and Operating Fund Income is 
$154,338 and the total yearly Undesignated and 
Operating Fund Expense is $133,790.  The WRPC 
checking account has a balance of $20,119.   
 

Ruth B., Clerk of Session 
______________________________________________________ 

 

DEACONS: A CARING REMINDER:  If your family 

suffers a loss or illness, or you would like to request 
prayer, please contact: 
Rev. Whit, at office number or his cell. 
Church Office, 303-422-2354  
Prayer Chain, Nancy R. 
Deacon Chair Trio: Eleanor, Marcia, & Jeanne 
Deacons are currently working on a schedule for 

delivering communion to homebound members.  

PRAYER CHAIN –Prayer Chain is quick way to have 
prayer concerns passed on to the church family and 
enables the church to support you more rapidly in 
your time of need. The chain is looking for some 
more members. All that’s required is to pray for the 
concerns shared and pass them along via a phone 
call or message to another church friend on the 
chain. If you’re interested in joining this vital ministry, 
please contact Nancy R.  

Deacons next meet Sun., Oct. 9 following 

Fellowship Time 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

WORSHIP  
• Wheat Ridge Pres. Church 

Worship is hybrid --in person 

and Zoom 10 am Sundays! 

Worship continues in person in 

our sanctuary on first Sundays of the month 
with the regular service including communion 
and offertory each Sunday, and other Sundays 

Outdoors now through September, weather 

permitting.        Both places we are reaching out 

by Zoom to members and friends unable to 

attend in person.  We hope to see you Sundays, 

but if you can’t attend in person, please tune in 

at 10 am using the Zoom link. You can find it in 
the mid-week E-Post or contact the church office 
Jenny@wrpres.org or 303-422-2354. 

•  Thanks to Julie, Betty, and all our guest and in-

house musicians for the special music this 
summer! 

• Our Pet Wranglers (a.k.a. the Worship Committee) 

would like to thank everyone (both human and 
canine) for behaving themselves at last month’s 

Blessing of the Animals Service.  There was no 
bad behavior, outbursts nor any need for a “clean-
up on isle 4”.  For this year's service everything 
was smooth going.  Again, thank you for an 
enjoyable Service, and we hope to see you and 
your pets at our ‘Blessing’ Service next year. 

WELCOME, PART-TIME CHOIR DIRECTOR 

TAYLOR!   
We’re blessed to have Taylor R. 
join the staff part-time this fall! 
She will be leading the hymns 
and responses and singing 
special music solos or with small 
groups on second and third 
Sundays of the month, directing choir practices at 
8:45 am these Sundays and the fourth and 
sometimes fifth Sundays of month, and leading the 
choir in the anthem during worship those fourth or 
fifth Sundays.  Taylor has been a gifted soloist and 
singer for the choir and helper at Vacation Bible 
School here now for years.  She is a graduate of 
the Denver School of the Arts and has been 
involved in many professional and community 
productions since she was eight years old.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Make a “Joyful Noise” this Fall at WRPC!              

 
A key part of the worship here is the wonderful 
music and we invite you to be a part of it.  

• Ridge Ringers Are you interested in being a 
Ridge Ringer?  We’re planning to begin 
rehearsals again this fall. New members are 
always welcome! If you’ve never rung a handbell 
before but have wondered what it would feel like, 
now is the perfect time to try! We’d love to have 
you join us.  If you have any questions, please 
give Julie a call.  

• Choir/Singing opportunities:  All singers old 

and new, seasoned and novice are welcome!  

Interested? Please contact Taylor, Bonnie, or 

Betty N.  

mailto:Jenny@wrpres.org


• Are you a Musician or know Musicians who 

might be interested in “making joyful noise to the 

Lord” on a Sunday? Please contact Bonnie, 

Betty N., or another member of the worship 
committee.  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

WRPC Healing & Prayer Worship Services via 

Zoom –Wednesdays at 6:30 pm  
This service meets weekly and is designed to be 
interactive and prayerful. It’s built on the 
foundation of the service for Wholeness and 
Healing from the Presbyterian Book of Order. 
Hope you can attend. Please check the E-Posts 
or contact the church office 303-422-2354 for the 
link.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

  Our Young Adult Group is going strong. Six 
young adults came together for a 
spaghetti dinner on August 11th. 
Everyone is getting to know each 
other and hoping to encourage 

others to join us. They plan to meet 

again 6:00 pm, September 8th at 
Pastor Whit’s house around the fire 
pit for fellowship and s’mores. If you know of any 
young adults who would like to join us, please have 
them contact Linda V. 

  8:45 am Adult Education Class and Children’s 

Church School Sundays start September 11.  
Adult Ed. class resumes September 11 in 
Fellowship Hall and will be focusing on the 
Presbyterian Outlook study - Trust Black Women. 
Children’s Church School is downstairs in the C.E. 
office and will be liturgy-based (topics from the 
preacher’s sermon) and adapted to the ages 
attending.  

  This fall we are planning for a community event at 

the church. We will also be dropping off fall treat 

and activity bags for our children/youth and their 

families during the month of October. 
  We are really excited to share that there are big 

plans being made for an entire month of Advent 

and Christmas activities and events so stay tuned 
for the latest on what’s happening!  

Grace and peace, 
Linda  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MISSION   
• Meets Wed., Sept 7 at 2 pm This will be a hybrid 

meeting with in-
person in Fellowship 
Hall.  Marny will send 
out Zoom link. 

• “Wilbur” would love 
to be fed so he can 

help feed hungry 

Wheat Ridge elementary school pupils on 

weekends (Feed the Future (FTF) Backpack 

program).  The pandemic funding that purchased 
food items for the program ended, so FTF had to 
buy food from Community Table for the spring 

semester 2022, at the cost of $3.35 per bag of 

weekend food for the child and their family. Costs 

per bag will likely increase for the 2022-2023 

school year. Please help by feeding Wilbur 

change each Sunday.  

• Thanks so much to all who contributed to the 

August Cereal Drive for The Action Center 

(TAC)! We collected over 58 boxes of cereal!  

• Lomagundi Benefit Concert 5:00 pm Sunday, 

Sept. 11!  Sunday, September 11 there’ll be a 
benefit concert for the Lomagundi Clinic Mission 
Partnership in the Outdoor Worship Center 

(weather permitting). It features an operatic 

trained tenor who has been part of the Spirituals 

Project at DU  singing spirituals and the group 

“The Rootin’ Tootin’s Dixieland Band”. Doors 

open at 4:30, concert begins at 5 PM.  Bring a 
picnic or purchase a pulled pork sandwich meal 

for $6.  Tickets for members of the Partnership 

Churches (Wheat Ridge, Genesis, Wellshire, 

and Arvada) are $15 for adults in advance. You 

can purchase tickets from a Mission 

Committee Member on Sundays or Tue-Fri 

from 8:30-1:30 from the church office. Tickets at 

the door are $20 for adults.  Children under 12 
are free. 

• The Mission Committee continues to be grateful 

for the generous donations of our congregation 

of toiletries and clothing to Senior Support 

(“clothes basket” in the Narthex) and to the 

Action Center (non-perishable food).  Janette 
regularly gathers up the items and takes them to 
Senior Support in downtown Denver and to the 
Action Center. 

• Members of Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church 
prepare an evening meal for a group of 20 for 
homeless families in the Family Promise (FP) 
program and deliver it about once every 8-10 
weeks. If you’d like to help prepare the food 
and/or deliver and serve it, there is a sign-up 
sheet in Fellowship Hall or contact Betty N, or 

Jeanne.  We need 2-3 people to meet at 2:00 

pm the day of the meal to prepare it and then 

deliver and serve it at 6:00 pm that day.  

Please contact Betty or Jeanne if you have any 
questions.  Other ways to help FP is to donate to 
their pantry:  Canned goods, paper products., 
hygiene products, frozen burritos for quick 
snacks, Cereal, bottled water, tortillas Bring them 
to Betty N. at the church and she will deliver or 
take directly to the church hosting the families.  
 Marny for Mission Committee 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Mission Craft Fair: Save the Date Sat. Nov 19! 

Attention bakers, canners, and crafters!  Your 

donations of goodies to sell for the Saturday, 

November 19 Mission Craft Fair fundraiser are 

greatly appreciated! Please contact Marny  if you 

can donate items and/or wish to help with the 

sale! Church members and others are invited to 

“rent” a table to sell their own products—contact 

Marny for more info and/or to reserve a table.  
________________________________________________________________________ 

4F (Food, Fun, Fellowship and Fixin’)  
Will next meet Tuesday, September 

6 at 8:30 am. Please come for some 
Food, Fellowship, Fun and Fixin _  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

FELLOWSHIP  
Fellowship is now working on plans 
for social activities for fall and early 
winter.  This will include reviewing our 
popular Small Group memberships, 
opening up groups to anyone 
interested in joining a small group, 

early planning for our annual Christmas Party, and 
other outings that enrich our lives and friendships.  
Watch for coming announcements!       
Fun and Fixin”!  

_________________________________________________________________________________________S

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

• Stewardship Committee plans to meet this month. 
Please check upcoming announcements for more 
details.  

• The Peace & Global Witness Offering on 

Sunday October 2 is our third Special Offering 
this year and we 
will be sharing 
information 
about the 
Offering until it 

is received on World Communion Sunday. The 

2022 theme is “A Season of Peace” from the 
book of Isaiah: “You shall go out in joy and be led 
forth in peace” (55:12 ESV). This year’s devotions 
cover four areas of peace work: climate change, 
non-violence, the intersection between race and 
poverty and issues of immigration and migration. 
The Offering provides the tools and resources for 
us as we join together as active peacemakers 
beyond our doors, beyond our communities and 
beyond our borders. 25% of this important 
Offering stays right here in our church family and 
is administered by the Mission Committee. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 SAT AM WOMEN’S BREAKFAST/BIBLE STUDY 

September 10th 8:30 a.m. breakfast followed by the 
lesson will be hosted by Eileen this 

month.  New Members Welcome! 

Please RSVP to Eileen.  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

THURSDAY BOOK GROUP  
The group next meets Thursday, September 15h at 

3:00 pm at the home of Allan & Sonia 
the book:  Short Nights of the Shadow 
Catcher: The Epic Life and Immortal 
Photographs of Edward Curtis, by 

Timothy Egan Please RSVP, so they know how 
many are attending.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NEW CHURCH PHONE DIRECTORIES 

coming soon! –Please send me any new 

contact info   We’ll be putting together and 
printing a new directory booklet soon which 
includes Taylor’s contact info, updated WPC 
church officers and commissions, and the new 
info for recent movers Dot, Sean and Kelly, Dick 

and Ginny, and others. If you have new or 

additional contact info you wish to share, please 
call (303-422-2354), or email it to me at 
Jenny@wrpres.org. I’d also welcome any 
proofers, so please contact me if you’re willing 
able to help with reviewing the drafts.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SINGLE LADIES LUNCH  
Single Ladies Lunch will be the last Sunday of 

the month following worship and 

fellowship time. Please watch for 
details regarding the next Single 
Ladies Lunch in upcoming E-Posts 

and bulletin announcements. 
___________________________________________________ 

MATTHEW 25 COALITION NEWS 
Watch for these upcoming 

events soon in early October:  

• Hybrid Meeting 2 pm Wed., 

Sept. 14  

• Resuming the "First Sunday 

Presentations/Discussions" on October 2, the first 

one led by Rev. Whit taking a look at Christian 

Nationalism 

• A sharing and reflection time for special poetry 

by Native American poets on October 12 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

                        September BIRTHDAYS 
 

 
                                

  Taylor C.  Sept.   3 
Aftan C.  Sept.   8 
Tyce S.  Sept. 12 

 Karson W.  Sept. 15 
 Theo G.  Sept. 18 
 Anne B.  Sept. 23 

 Mick D.  Sept. 25 
Barbara J.  Sept. 29 

 

mailto:Jenny@wrpres.org


 

PRAYER REQUESTS  

& NOTES OF THANKSGIVING 
With Concern . . . 

• Prayers for 
the students, parents, teachers, and 
administrators as Jeffco schools’ 
classes began mid-August.  

With Sympathy . . . 

• There was a brief memorial 
service here celebrating the life of 

Alice D. on Sunday, August 28 directly following 

worship.   

• “Catherine (Cathy) B. a former longtime member at 
WRPC died on August 3rd after a yearlong illness at 
her home in Albany Wisconsin where she moved 
several years ago with her daughter.  She was a very 
active member of the church, especially in Christian 
Education and helped start the book club. She is 
survived by her daughter Beth and son Jim.  

• Bill T. died Wednesday, August 31.  He had been 
recovering from injuries from a fall at 
Sandalwood.  His wife and family were with him.  
Bill will be dearly missed. Please keep his family 
in your prayers. A memorial service is tentatively 
planned for mid-September.  Look for further 
details in upcoming announcements.  

With Thanksgiving 

• Chet and Ann M.  celebrated their 70th Wedding 
Anniversary in August.  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

NAKAI TASKFORCE BRACELETMAKING 

EVENT Thanks to all who participated in the 

Saturday August 6 Nakai Taskforce bracelet -
making and also selling them at the August 14 
Presbytery Assembly in Tabernash.  It looks like all 
had a good time as well as the joy of helping others 
(see photo page 2). The monies collected will be 
used to support and help advance women's and 
girls’ health in Zimbabwe. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

COMMUNITY EVENTS/OPPORTUNITIES 
• Diabetes Support Group ZOOM Meetings 

4:30 pm Thursdays The meetings are for any 
type of diabetic, any age. We meet to support 
each other and have speakers on occasion. It’s 
valuable information and updates for diabetics 
and pre-diabetics and their families.  If interested, 
please contact David R. or the church office. 

• Second Wind Fund Walk/Run 8 am Sun., 

Sept. 25 at Clement Park, Littleton.  Celebrate 
20 years of SWF, by 
registering and run/walk that 
morning; virtually 
participating from home; 
donate and/or create a peer-
to-peer fundraiser. The 
mission of Second Wind 
Fund is to decrease the incidence of suicide in 

children and youth by removing the financial and 
social barriers to treatment. This is one of the 
agencies we at WRPC work with and support.  

• Help Reach out and Read Colorado!  
The Colorado Rockies are teaming up with The 
UPS Store to collect children’s books to support 
local literacy programs. With your support, books 
and educational resources will be provided to 
children here in the community. Currently, 
medical offices such as the Stride Jeffco Clinic, 
Rocky Mountain Pediatrics, Kaiser Permanente 
Wheat Ridge and Carin’ Clinic and the CDPHE 
mobile vaccination clinics can prescribe (give) 

books and educational materials to children. You 

can donate new or gently used children’s 

books at UPS stores and may receive free 

tickets (while supplies last) to a Rockies 

baseball game!  Unsure what books to donate? 
Go to https://reachoutandreadco.org/book-
recommendations/ for ideas!  

https://reachoutandreadco.org/book-recommendations/
https://reachoutandreadco.org/book-recommendations/


September 2022 
SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

       
    1 2 3 

     9:00-2:00 Duplicate 

 

 bridge Group in 
Fellowship Hall 

 

      Bridge Group in FH 

 

 

 4       5 6 7 8 9 10 

INDOOR WORSHIP 
Communion/Nametags 
10:00am Worship 
11:10 am   Fellowship Time 
 

 

Happy Labor Day!  

Church office closed 
8:30-1:30  church office 

8:30 am 4-F meeting 

9:30 am staff meeting 
 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

8:30-1:30  church office 

2:00 pm Mission 
Committee hybrid 
meeting  

6:30 pm Healing/Prayer 
svc via zoom 
 

8:30-1:30  church office 

4:30 pm Diabetes Grp 
via Zoom 
6:00 Young Adult 
Ministry at Rev. Whit’s 

8:30-1:30  church office 

9:30-2:00 pm 
China Painters 

 

8:30 am Sat am 
Women’s 
Breakfast/Bible Study 
at Eileen’s 

 

11    
OUTDOOR WORSHIP 
8:45 am Adult Education & 
Church School for children 
10:00am Worship 
11:10 am Fellowship Time 
 

5:00 -7:00  Outdoor Benefit  
Concert for Lomagundi 
Clinic  

12 13 

8:30-1:30  church office 

 
 
 
 
 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 
 
 

14 

8:30-1:30  church office 

2:00 pm hybrid Matt. 25 
Coalition 

6:30 pm Healing/Prayer 
svc via zoom 

 

 

15 

8:30-1:30  church office 
 

3:00 pm Thursday Book 
Group at Allan & 
Sonia’s home  

7:00 pm Session 
meeting 

 

16 

8:30-1:30  church office 

 

 

 

 

17 
 
 

18      
OUTDOOR WORSHIP 
8:45 am Adult Education & 
Church School for children 
10:00am Worship 
11:10 am Fellowship Time 
 

19 

 

20 

8:30-1:30 church office 

 

 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

21 

8:30-1:30  church office 

 

6:30 pm Healing/Prayer 
svc via zoom 

 

22 

8:30-1:30  church office 

4:30 pm Diabetes Grp 
via Zoom 

23 

8:30-1:30  church office 

 

24 

 

 

25 
8am Second Wind 
Walk/Run 
OUTDOOR WORSHIP 
8:45 am Adult Education & 
Church School for children 
10:00am Worship 
11:10 am Fellowship Time 
11:45 am Single Ladies 
Lunch 
 

26 

8:30-1:30  church office 

 
 

27 

8:30-1:30  church office 

 
7:00 pm Pipers Practice 
 

28  

8:30-1:30  church office 

 
6:30 pm Healing/Prayer 
svc via zoom 
 

29 

8:30-1:30  church office 

4:30 pm Diabetes Grp 
via Zoom 

30 

Limited staffing at 
Church today 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church 
9180 W. 38th Avenue 
Wheat Ridge CO 80033 
________________ 
 
Phone:  303.422.2354 
Fax: 303.456.0533 
Web: www.wrpres.org  
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