
 
 

 
 

 
 

Having just arrived in Narnia, Edmund and Peter who are brothers, find themselves 
following a robin through a forest.  The robin seems to 
be guiding them to a specific destination.  The two 
brothers begin a conversation about whether it’s a good 
idea to follow the robin who they know nothing about. 
Edmund, who has questionable motives (because he 
has plans with the White Witch), asks “We’re following a 
guide we know nothing about.  How do we know which 
side the bird is on? Why shouldn’t it be leading us into a 
trap?” In his rebuttal, Peter says, “Robins are always 
good birds in the all the stories I have ever read.” 
 
Knowing who to follow and who to believe is just as 
challenging now as it was during at the time this book 
was authored. It’s hard to decipher reputable news from 
opinion-based reporting.  It is also difficult to know if the 
institutions we have relied on for so many years still have 
our best interests at heart.  In a rapidly changing world it 

is hard to know whom to trust. 
 
Advent is a time to reacquaint ourselves with the birth story of the one who has been 
sent to guide us in love. But how do we know this infant born in a backwater village far 
from power is the one to lead us? Surely there is a stronger more reputable guide to 
follow?  
 
This Advent we will journey with Peter, Edmund, Susan and Lucy through the land of 
Narnia to explore why Jesus is the one true guide.  The land of Narnia, with its deep 
magic and talking animals, will help to see this special time of year in a new way and 
will offer a new context for asking difficult questions. 
 
Narnia and its charm create a perfect environment to invite a friend to worship.   
Christmas Eve, Saturday December 24, 3:00 pm (Zoom and in-person) 
Christmas Day, Sunday December 25, 10:00 (Zoom only) 
New Year’s Day, Sunday January 1, 10:00am (Zoom and in-person)  
 
 
 

Blessings, Whit  

December 2022 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SESSION: 
  The Session gives thanks for all the many blessing we 
as a Congregation share.   At the November meeting a 
one year contract with Rev. Dr. Whitney Dempsey was 
approved.  As interim pastor a contract needs only to be 
approved by Session, where “terms of call” with 
congregation approval applies between congregation 
and installed pastor. 
  Audio visual would like to have 2 more “technicians” to 
help with the sound/video/Zoom broadcasts, so that the 
present dedicated technicians could have an occasional 
break.  If you have an interest in this direction talk to 
Mick D. 
  Finances as of September 30, 2022 are Yearly Total 
Undesignated Operating Fund Income of $173,274, 
Yearly Total Undesignated Operating Expenses of 
$168,219, with a WRPC checking account balance of 
$17,853. 
  Under the leadership of Jo Ann and the Property and 
Grounds committee, the water damage in the basement 
under Fellowship Hall, due to a broken pipe, has been 
addressed. 

Ruth B., Clerk of Session 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

4F CHRISTMAS LUNCH: 4F will be 
hosting our annual Christmas lunch at 

240 Union this year on December 6th 

at 11:30 am. Just a reminder to those of 

you who have signed up that a $10 per 

person charge will be in effect this year. This will help         
 
 

cover costs and still leave a bit in our treasury for 
future projects around the church. Non-4Fers are 
also welcome to participate for a charge of $25. 
  We look forward to celebrating another successful 
year of food, fun, fellowship and fixing! Thank you! 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

DEACONS: A CARING REMINDER FROM THE 

DEACONS: If your family suffers a loss or illness, 
or you would like to request prayer, please contact:  
Whit or the Church Office, 303-422-2354  
Prayer Chain: Nancy R.  
Deacon Tri-Moderators: Eleanor, Marcia, Jeanne 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Deacons meet at 11:30 am Sun., Dec. 11. 
To assemble goody bags for those homebound.  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

DEACONS: Deacons Invite a Shower of cards 

for Homebound or Members unable to attend 

regularly here.  Help Us Spread the Holiday Spirit! 
We sometimes feel alone during the holidays.  
We’re asking you to help us shower those who are 
seldom able to attend WPC with love by sending 
them a Christmas card sometime during the 
Christmas season.  Below you’ll find the names and 
addresses of people that would appreciate you 
thinking of them 

Bob B. is in long-term care in Westminster, 
CO.  

Dorothy B. has now moved to Morrison, CO. 

Carol C.- Bloomington, MN  

Gordon D. Wheat Ridge, CO. 

Pauline and Wendell G.  - 
Tucson, AZ  

Deloris G. - Wheat Ridge, CO. 

Virgil H. Arvada, CO 

Judy L. -, Wheat Ridge, CO. 

Dick and Charlene P. Arvada, CO. 

Dick and Ginny S., Littleton, CO. Their phone 
number and Dick’s email remain the same.  

Gordon S. –, Arvada, CO. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

December Calendar of Upcoming Special 
Advent/Christmas Events 

Sat. Dec. 3   Christmas Festival 
     10:00 am Brunch for all (bring 
      a favorite breakfast  
      bread or casserole to 
       share) followed by  
      carol sing & more fun. 
     Time TBD Christmas Play practice 
Sun. Dec. 4 10:00 am Christmas Play during  
      Worship service 
Tue. Dec. 6. 9:30 am WRPC staff meeting 
```````   11:30 am 4-F Christmas lunch at 
      240 Union $10/person 
Sat. Dec. 10 6:00-9:00 WRPC Christmas Party 
Sun. Dec. 11 10:00 am Worship/Communion 
Thu. Dec. 15 3:00  Thu. Book Grp potluck  
Sun. Dec.18 10:00 am Worship/Music 
Fri. Dec. 24 3:00 pm Christmas Eve Service  
Sat. Dec. 25 10:00 am Zoom service by Whit 
Mon. Dec. 26  Church office closed 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
“Tis the season”  
With Christmas fast 
approaching, our Christian 
Education Committee are 
excited to announce the 

upcoming Christmas Festival. 
This intergenerational all age 

event is on Saturday 

December 3rd from 10am-1pm 
in the Fellowship Hall. 

Come one come all for Brunch, 

crafts, games, cakewalk, and carol sing. 
There will be something fun for everyone! So, please 
invite family, friends, and neighbors to come for this 
special event celebrating Advent and preparing the 
church for Christmas!  

Christmas Play: This year Christian Education will 
also be presenting a delightful Christmas play based 

on “Narnia: The Lion, Witch, and Wardrobe”, on 

Sunday, December 4th, during the 10am Worship 

Service, in the Sanctuary. 
  We know the weeks leading up to Christmas are 
busy, filled with joy, wonder, and excitement as you 
prepare for this anticipated time of year with loved 
ones. So, we hope you will be able to take time out of 
your Christmas schedule to join us as we celebrate 
the birth of Jesus. 
Grace and Peace, 
Linda 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

There will be NO CHURCH SCHOOL for adults or 

children Sundays, December 25 & January 1.  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WORSHIP 

• We hope all are enjoying the 

adventure in through the 

wardrobe to Narnia. Don’t miss 

the play December 4 during worship!  

• Thanks so much to the Families who have 

volunteered this year to light candles as part 

of the services for Advent and Christmas Eve.. 

• For Christmas Eve this year, Session has 

approved a 3:00 pm hybrid service and Rev. 

Whit will share a brief Christmas Day Zoom 

solo service at 10 am.   

• Poinsettias: Thanks to those who have ordered 
poinsettias to decorate the Sanctuary. The 
poinsettias will be on display the Sunday before 
and on Christmas Eve.  Please leave your 

poinsettia at the church until after the Christmas 

Eve Service. Check with a worship committee 
member before taking your plant.   

_________________________________________________________ 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

• Christmas Joy Offering:  This special Offering 

coming on December 11 and 18  
gives us all the opportunity to support our 
past, present and future church leaders!  
First, by supporting the Assistance 
Program of the Board of Pensions, the 
Offering honors the faithfulness of current and 
retired church workers and their families in need. 
Secondly, our church has a real historic 
commitment to higher learning promoting 
education and leadership development through 
establishment and support of Presbyterian-related 
schools and colleges equipping communities of 
color.  

• 2023 Pledge Campaign:  A special thanks to all 

who have made a pledge commitment for 2023!  
What a help this is as our Committees and 
Session plan for what we are able to do as a 
church family in 2023 with God's leading.  If you 
still need a pledge packet, contact the church 
office. Pledge cards can be submitted to the office 
as well.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 

• A huge thank you to all who donated items, baked 
goodies, made soup  purchased items, carried our 
boxes and totes up and back from the basement, and 
helped customers at the Mission Fair this year (Nov. 
19).  Preliminary totals are $1,302.40 maybe another 
$100 still to be deposited.  Even though the “traffic” 
seemed slow especially before lunch, our “profit” was 
close to what we have made in the past.  Thank you, 
thank you, and we hope you had a blessed 
Thanksgiving! 

• Mission next meets Wednesday, January 4th at 

2:00 pm. 

• Mission will have a Giving Tree in Fellowship Hall 

for the clients of Senior Support Services—

suggested items include warm 

socks, gloves/mittens, warm 

caps/hats, underwear, slippers—

new items and all adult sizes primarily for men but 
Senior Support also helps some women living in 
downtown hotels. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

HOLIDAY CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

December 26 & 30 and also Jan 3 - Jan. 7 the 

Church office will be closed. due to intermittent 
staffing. 

____________________________________________________________________ 



FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE is happy to 

announce 6:00-9:00 PM Sat. Dec. 10 
The WRPC Annual Christmas Party! 

After several years absent, it is time to bring back 

the Annual WRPC Christmas party.  
Please join us:  

Saturday, Dec. 10th, 2022, 6:00-9:00 pm 

Our Hostess: Jo Ann,  Wheat Ridge, CO. Please 

bring: Hors d’ oeuvres to share, BYOB wine. 
Soft drinks and coffee will be provided by 
Fellowship.   
  In support of the Mission Committee’s work with 

Hands of the Carpenter ( a non-profit that helps 
needy folks with car repairs and service) you may 
also bring any of the following, if you wish: King 
Soopers gift cards, Ice scrapers, snow brushes, 
Cash donations that Hands of the Carpenter could 
use to give to their clients as “gift cards” that the 
client could then use to pay for repairs or routine 
service on their cars at the Hands Service facility.  
  We look forward to celebrating the Christmas 
Season at this fun church event.  Thanks to  
Jo Ann for opening her home to all of us!! 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

THURSDAY BOOK GROUP: 3:00 pm Dec. 15  
Next meets 3:00 pm with potluck to follow Thursday, 
Dec. 15 at home of Gloria and Larry A. Reading: 
The Forbidden Gospels by Larry Angus. Copies will 
be distributed at a date to be announced. RSVP at 
so that they know how many plan attending. All are 
welcome. 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________ 
 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS    

& NOTES OF 

THANKSGIVING 
With Concern . . . 

Dick S. is back in the hospital 

in South Denver. When he’s discharged, he 

and wife, Ginny will be moving to an 
assisted living facility with a higher level of 
care. The family will share the new address 
with the Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church 

family. Their phone number and Dick’s 

email address remain the same.  Ginny’s 

brother George who lives outside of Atlanta 
had a severe stroke recently and is 
transitioning to hospice for end-of-life care. 

With Sympathy. . . 

• Kathi P.’s and Karen P’s’ mom, Dolores  

died last Friday morning. . Several people 
in the congregation will remember her.  She 
lived a long and blessed life and is thankfully 
now at peace.  If you’d like to send a card to 
the family, please send it to Karen’s address.  

• Prayers for Karl G. and Rev. Kim G. Karl’s 
mother died from complications of surgery of 
October 25th.  .  

With Thanksgiving. . .   

• From Paul and Linda V., Thanks so much for 
your cards and calls! Paul continues to be 
healing well and quickly.  

• From Karen P.: “Kathi and I, along with our 
families, want to thank so many of you who 
have sent cards and messages of sympathy 

in the loss of our mother, Dolores.  She and I 
visited WPC over 40 years ago when 
searching for a new church home, and never 
left!  That speaks to the wonderful 
congregation and staff who have befriended, 
supported, and nurtured us all these past 
years.  That loving spirit still exists today and 
we are all most grateful to each one of you.  
With love,  Karen” 

• From Rev. Allen M.’s daughter, Sarah “ You 
really are ‘Where People Care!’ Thank you, 
Whitney for being so willing to have the 
service for Allen at WRPC. Many thanks to 
staff for getting a bulletin with the music and 
picture included. You are truly a welcoming 
church community. Our heartfelt THANKS!  

Sarah Brady, Mike, Amand, John, & Jonathan  



 

COMMUNITY HOLIDAY EVENTS: 

• The Arvada Chorale, the Rocky Mountain 

Ringers, and Safonia will present a concert "Sing 

Noel" at the Arvada Methodist Church, 6750 Carr 

St. Arvada, CO,  Friday, Dec 2 at 7:30 p.m. and 

Saturday, Dec 3 at 3:00 p.m.  This will be a 
combination of religious and secular music.  The 
program can be viewed at arvadachoral.org/Sing-

Noel-program.  Tickets are $20 and can be 

purchased online at arvadachorale.org. 

• Donate toys for needy Wilmore-Davis and Vivian 

Elementary families! What does a special child in 
your life want for Christmas? Buy two. One for them 
and one for a child in your community! Join these 
schools as they help make this Christmas a special 

one for their kids in need.  Please drop-off 

unwrapped new donations at Wilmore-Davis 

Monday-Friday or order on their Amazon Wish List 

until December 3rd. Some ideas include LOL dolls, 
Arts and Craft kits, Science and Make-Up kits, 
Scooters/Bikes and helmets, Legos, Gift Cards.  For 
more information or questions, please leave a voice 
mail message for Liz R.  

• Colorado Gives Day 2022 is Tue., Dec. 6. 
It is a year-round, online giving website 
featuring more than 2,000 Colorado 
nonprofit organizations including:  

o The Action Center: giving food, support, job 
training, for the needy in Jeffco 

o Friendship Bridge: empower women in Guatemala 

o Hands of The Carpenter is a faith-based nonprofit 
community that uniquely serves working single 
mothers by addressing the often overlooked issue of 
transportation. Hands provides automobile 
placement, repair and maintenance in an effort to 
relieve the enormous financial burden and related 
distress that automobile repair puts on this 
population and their opportunity for economic self-
sufficiency 

o Hope’s Promise provides counseling and resources 
to women and men in crisis, as well as free training 
to medical staff, pregnancy centers, hospitals, 
women's clinics and other front- line workers serving 
men and women in crisis and educating them about 
the option of adoption.  It gives health care/supplies 
to families & orphans in Zimbabwe, Kenya, Nepal, 
and Vietnam. 

o Uplift Internationale (UI) Founded by former 
WRPC member, Jaime Yrastorza, UI travels 
annually if able to the rural Philippines with a team 
of medical professionals and outreach volunteers. 
that provide surgery and care to children born with 
facial deformities, primarily clefts of the lip and 
palate.  

o  

UI resides here at WRPC, has some WRPC 
members as part of its board, and many 
WRPCers have volunteered over the years to 
help with the program. The next UI trip to the 
Philippines is scheduled for February 2023. 

• Rocky Mountain Ringers and Safonia will 

present a concert at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 

1600 Grant St., Denver, CO 80203, Saturday, 

Dec 17 at 3 p.m.  

• and 7:00 p.m.  This concert will also be available 

for streaming through Dec 31.  Tickets can be 

purchased online at rmringers.org/concerts. 

• Sunday, December 18, 2022 2:30PM Boettcher 

Concert Hall Too Hot To Handel. Don’t miss 

hearing choir members Lori,  Ann M., Virginia, and 

Belinda as part of the exuberant jazz, gospel and 
R&B-infused concert “Too Hot to Handel”, which 
reinvents Handel’s Messiah. Featuring guest 
soloists and the Too Hot to Handel Chorus, this truly 
exhilarating night of music will have you rejoicing in 
the aisles.  
Pricing varies from $15 - $98.  
For more info and to get tix, go to  
https://tickets.coloradosymphony.org/6323/6325 . 
 

 
 

 
 

https://tickets.coloradosymphony.org/6323/6325


WRPC December Calendar  

 

◄ November December  2022 January ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

8:30-1:30 pm 

Church office 

 

2 
8:30-1:30 pm 

Church office 

 

9:00-2:00 Duplicate 

Bridge Group 

7:30 pm Sing 

Noel concert at 

Arvada 

Methodist 

Church  

3Christmas/Advent 

Festival 

10:00 Brunch 

followed by crafts, 

games, and singing 

carols 

Christmas Play 

dress rehearsal 

TIME TBD 

3:30 pm Sing Noel 

concert at Arvada 

Methodist Church 

4 
8:45 am Sunday 

Presentation on 

Polio 

10:00 am Hybrid 

Worship/Christmas 

Play 

11:05 am Fellowship 

10:00 am Worship/ 

11:05 am Fellowship 

Time 
 

5 

 

 

6 
Colorado Gives 

Day 

9:30 Staff meeting 

11:30 am 4-F 

Christmas Party at 

240 S. Union $10/4-

Fer, others $25 

7:00 pm Pipers 

Practice 

7 
8:30-1:30 pm 

Church office 

 

2:00 pm Mission 

meeting 

 

 

 

 

8 
8:30-1:30 pm 

Church office 

 

 

9 
8:30-1:30 pm 

Church office 

 

9:30-2:00 pm China 

Painters 

 

10 
8:30 am 

Sat. AM Women’s 

Breakfast/Bible 

Study  

 

6:00-9:00 WRPC 

Christmas Party at 

the Jo Ann’s home 

11 
8:45 am Adult Ed. 

class 

9:00 am Choir 

Practice                

10:00 am 

Worship/Communion 

11:05 am Fellowship  

11:30 Deacons 

meeting 
 

12 
 

 

13 
8:30-1:30 pm 

Church office 

 

 

7:00 pm Pipers 

 

14 
8:30-1:30 pm 

Church office 

 

15 
8:30-1:30 pm 

Church office 
 

3:00 Thursday 

Book Group  

potluck at Angus 

family home 
 

7:00 pm SESSION 

MEETING via Zoom 

 

 

16 
8:30-1:30 pm 

Church office 

 

17 
3 or 7 pm Handbell 

Concert at St. Paul 

Lutheran 

  

18 
8:45 am Adult Ed. 

class 

9:00 am Choir 

Practice                

10:00 am Worship-

Music 

11:05 am Fellowship 

Time 

2:30 pm “Too Hot to 

Handel” concert at 

Boettcher Hall 
 

19 
 

 

20 
8:30-1:30 pm 

Church office 

 

7:00 pm Pipers 

 

21 
8:30-1:30 pm 

Church office 

 

22 
 

 

 

23 
8:30-1:30 pm 

Church office 

 

24 
Christmas Eve 

 

3:00 pm Service 

 

 

25 
Merry Christmas! 

 

No Adult Ed. Class 

today 

10:00 am Worship by 

Zoom only  

 

26 
 

Church office 

closed  

 

27 
 
 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Pipers 

 

 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

Limited staffing 12-

30 -1-7 

31 
New Year’s Eve 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/November-2022
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/January-2023


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church 

9180 W. 38th Avenue 
Wheat Ridge CO 80033 
________________ 
 

Phone:  303.422.2354 
Fax: 303.456.0533 
Web: www.wrpres.org 
Email: info@WRPres.org 
 
 

 
 

http://www.wrpres.org/

