
 
 

 
 

 
 

Unable to ski this year due to my ACL surgery in May, I found myself enjoying 
Romantic Christmas movies including A Christmas Prince and A Christmas Prince: The 
Royal Wedding.  Emma and I eagerly fell for the royal intrigue as American journalist, 
Amber Moore, finds herself falling in love with the Prince of Aldovia, whom she had 
hoped to expose as an irresponsible playboy.  Instead of exposing the prince Amber 
falls in love with the handsome prince said yes to a marriage proposal catapulting her 
into the royal drama of this fictional country that looks a lot like Romania.  Emma and I 
laughed at obvious plot lines and the artificial drama.  Apparently, we were not alone 
as critics wrote the movies are "predictable but sweet.” 
 

While the Christmas Prince is predictable and sweet, there is another royal story that is 
anything but. The birth of Jesus who is the Prince of Peace is of course a part of the 
royal family of David.  His rule threatens King Herod whose illegitimate reign is 
supported not by the will of the people but by fear, brutality and violence.  We know 
from Matthew’s account of Jesus birth Herod was less than trustworthy. When he 
meets the magi, he has no interest in worshiping the legitimate king but rather to kill 
him. 
 

In the rush to put away the Christmas decorations, we forget to read the rest of the 
story where an angel tells the royal family to flee to Egypt due to Herod’s slaughter of 
the innocence.  It is so much easier to end the narrative with the arrival of the magi 
than to continue to read.  Yet in doing so we miss the real power of the story; meaning 
we are content with the sweet and predicable birth narrative. 
 

I get it, our world is overwhelming and sometimes we need a break.  Romantic 
Christmas movies are a wonderful escape from politics, violence, immigration issues, 
and the meltdown of an airline. But we know they are just an escape. What we learn 
from the birth of Jesus, the arrival of the Magi and Mary and Joseph’s journey to Egypt 
is that the Prince of Peace meets us where we are. His story is rooted in our pain, 
brokenness, and separation. The legitimacy of the Prince of Peace is not found in 
coercion, violence, tradition or even protocol but in amniotic fluid, blood, and flesh.  
Instead of just escaping reality, our hope comes in a man who has the power to bring 
real peace, real reconciliation, and real life.   

 

My prayer is that as you move into a new year and into the season of epiphany you will 
find your eyes opened to the reign of God who is anything but predictable and who had 
the power to bring real healing and peace. 
 

Blessings, Whit  
  

January 2023 



 
SESSION:  Session thanks everyone for making this 2022, a most joyful and blessed season of Advent and 

Christmas and into the Land of Narnia. 
 Session at the December meeting approved budget for 2023.  This budget will be presented to 
the Congregation at the Annual meeting February 26, 2023.  At this meeting officers for the 
2023 will be elected, so if you feel the call to participate more in how the church functions let Jim 
Niquette know as he is heading up the Nominating Committee. 
On the financial side of things, the Treasurer reports as of November 30, 2022, the yearly 
Undesignated and Operating Fund income of $208,822 and the yearly Undesignated and Operating Fund 
expense of $213,431. 

Session next meets 7:00 pm, Thu. January 19 via Zoom. 
 

Ruth B., 
Clerk of Session 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The WRPC staff THANK all of you who sent 

cards and gave treats to warm the season. 
Whitney Dempsey 

Linda Valo 
Julie Pulliam 

Taylor Robinson 
Eileen Gardner 

Betsy Smith 
Jenny Garner 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

DEACONS A CARING REMINDER FROM THE 

DEACONS:  

Thanks so much to all of you that sent cards to 

our homebound members for the Christmas 
season.  
If your family suffers a loss or illness, or you would 
like to request prayer, please contact:  
Rev. Whit  or the Church Office, 303-422-2354  
Prayer Chain: Nancy R. 
Deacon Tri-Moderators: Eleanor, Marcia, Jeanne 

Deacons next meet Sun., Jan. 8 following 

Fellowship Time. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
A special thank-you to everyone who joined in 

our Christmas Joy Offering in December.   
Our gifts make a real difference in the lives of 
our church leaders, past, present and future! 
Thank you for all of the ways you give to the  

WRPC ministry!  Hope you can join us after 

worship on Sunday January 15 for a 

Stewardship Appreciation Luncheon.  It is a 
small way for us to say a big thank you for not only 
your generous pledge commitments for 2023 but 
also your ongoing dedicated commitments of your 
time, talents, creativity and service in this church 
family.  We promise something warm and delicious. 
 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
• The month of December during Advent we 

watched as the church was transformed into 

the land of Narnia. While we 
waited and prepared for the 
birth of the Christ child, we 
were treated to a wonderful 

Christmas festival with many 
in attendance as we had a 
delicious brunch, played 
games, made Christmas crafts, 
and sang all the old Christmas 

Carol favorites. 

• And in our annual Christmas production, we 

saw the Pevensie children come through the 

wardrobe into Narnia, the land where it's 

always winter and never summer. There they 
were greeted by Mr. Tumnus, Mr. and Mrs. 
Beaver, threatened by the White Witch, and 
saved by Aslan.  The C.E. Committee wants to 

thank all the volunteers and participants for 

coming together as we prepared for a joyous 

Christmas. 

• Now as we greet the New Year with great energy 
and enthusiasm there will be more events to 

come for spring and throughout the year.  C.E. 

and our Young Adults are seeking creative 

and new possibilities in reaching out to our 
neighbors by letting them know that WRPC is a 
loving, caring, and welcoming community.  We 
wish you all the very best for 2023! 
                                     Grace and peace, Linda 

________________________________________________________________________ 

MATTHEW 25 NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS    
The next "First Sunday" Presentation and 
Discussion is 8:45 am Sunday, January 8 in 

Fellowship Hall "Entitled “Gun Violence in the 

U.S.: Myths vs Facts” presented by Ron M.  We 
so hope you can attend and please invite friends, 
family, and neighbors as together we look at this 

important topic! Matthew 25 Coalition meets 
Wed., Jan. 11 at 2:00pm.



MISSION 
• Mission Committee meets 10:00 am first 

Wednesdays of the month as a hybrid 

(some in-person, some online). 

• Thanks to all who donated to Mission’s 
Giving Tree in Fellowship Hall for the 
clients of Senior Support Services. The gifts of 
warm socks, gloves/mittens, warm caps/hats, 
underwear, slippers—new items and all adult sizes 
primarily for men but Senior Support also helps 
some women living in downtown hotels will be 
delivered after the meeting.  

• Mission will once again have a “Red, White, and 

Chocolate” luncheon on Sunday Feb. 12 to 

benefit Second Wind Fund, the non-profit group 
that connects youth at risk for suicide with life-

saving mental health treatment. The 
Red is Bob R.’s famous red spaghetti 
sauce; the White is the pasta; and 
Chocolate is a chocolate dessert 
buffet.   Plans are also being made for 

a Corned Beef and fixings St. Patrick’s luncheon 

on Sunday, March 19 to benefit the Presbytery 

Mission Partnership, The Carpenter’s Helpers. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SATURDAY AM WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 

and BIBLE STUDY is January 14th at 8:30 am 

Breakfast followed by the lesson here at WPC. 

Please RSVP to Eileen.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SINGLE LADIES LUNCH  
WRPC Single Ladies Luncheon (time 
to celebrate the New Year) to be held 

on Sunday, January 29 at 11:45 at 

Clancy's Irish Pub, 7000 W. 38th Ave.  Please 

RSVP to Caroline. 
._____________________________________________________________ 

 

  

PRAYER REQUESTS & 

NOTES OF THANKSGIVING 
With Concern . . . 

• Prayers for Dick P. and wife 

Charlene. Dick is at a rehabilitation center in 
Wheat Ridge.  

• Prayers for comfort and healing for the many 
WRPC members and friends that were ill this 
holiday season with colds, flus, and COVID. 

• For Anne B. for no health issues after the car 
accident last month and that her “new car” will 
arrive soon.  

• Bob B. will remain in the long-term care in , 
Westminster. He welcomes visitors, but please 
let him know when he may expect you.  

• Dick and Ginny Sugg have moved to Littleton, 
CO. Ginny’s no longer using her email, but the 
phone and Dick’s email remain the same.  

With Thanksgiving. . . 

• Zack T. will be baptized Sunday, Jan. 15 during 

the 10 am worship service. We hope you’ll be 

able to attend this special service. 

• Dick and Ginny S. emailed their thanks for “the 
surprise poinsettia and many goodies in the 
lovely Christmas basket from the Deacons.” 

• From Dorothy B. “Deacons and Congregation: I 
am very grateful for all you have done. Frank and 
I have been members since 1968 (54 years) off 
and on moving to Florida. What a nice surprise it 
was to receive the Deacons cookie basket. 
Remembering you all forever. Love, Dorothy” 
Dorothy has now moved to Morrison, CO. 

• From Barbara J. “To WRPC, Thank you so much 
for the bowl of wonderful cookies and candy as 
well as the poinsettia. It was a pleasant surprise 
to be delivered by Jane E. We had a pleasant 
visit. I enjoyed meeting her. That was very 
thoughtful and much appreciated.” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Some Photos of Recent Events at WRPC (Photos Lori G. and friend, Linda G.) 

Rehearsing the Narnia Christmas Play November 11, 2022 



December 11, 2022 

Deacons Preparing the Christmas Baskets for Homebound/Others unable to Regularly Attend WRPC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

Though you MAY NOT Be able to 

attend here regularly, we pray for 

and think of you, and here are some 

Christmas gifts as  reminder of that! 

With Love from the Deacons 

 

 

 

Christmas 

Greetings & 

Décor from 

Linda G.’s 

Church



 

Choir Members (from left to right)  

Ann M., Lori, Belinda, and Virginia  

sing at 

Dec. 17 & 18 “Too Hot to Handel”. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



See if you can find some of them in 

the “Too Hot to Handel” choir photo 

below: 
 

 

 

 



January 2023  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

              
1 Happy New Year! 2 3 4 

 

 

5 6 7 
No Choir Practice 

No Church School   

10:00 am Worship Hybrid 

No Fellowship Time 

 

 9:30-Noon Color Pencil 

class with Sandra Davis in 

S. CE room  

 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

 

10:00 am Mission Hybrid 

meeting 

5:30 pm Healing & Prayer 

Worship by Zoom 
 

 

 

10 am Stewardship 

meeting 

 

 

 

9:00-2:00 Duplicate Bridge 

Group  

 

 

8     8:45 am First Sunday 9 10 11 12 13 14 

 Community Presentation 

“Gun Violence in the US. 

Myths Vs. Facts” by Ron 

Mickle in FH 

10:00 am Epiphany 

Worship Communion  
11:05 am Fellowship Time  

11:40 am Deacons mtg 

 

 

 

 

8:30 am 4-F  

9:30-Noon Color Pencil 

class with Sandra Davis in 

S. CE room  

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

 

2:00pm Matthew 25 

Coalition Hybrid meeting 

5:30 pm Healing & Prayer 

Worship by Zoom 

 

 

 

 

 

9:30-2:30 China Painters 8:30 am Sat. AM 

Women’s 

Breakfast/Bible Study  

 

 

 

15   16 Martin Luther King Day 17 18 19 20 21 

8:45 am Church School 

for All Ages 

10:00 am Worship with 

Baptism of Zach Thorn  

11:05 am Stewardship 

“Thank You” Luncheon 

 

 10:30 am Staff meeting 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

 

5:30 pm Healing & Prayer 

Worship by Zoom 

 

  

7:00 pm Session Zoom 

meeting 

 

 

 

22 

8:45 am Church School 

for All Ages 

10:00 am Worship  

11:05 am Townhall 

followed by Fellowship  

Time 

23 

 

 

24 

 

 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

25 
9:30-Noon Watercolor 

Pencil class with Sandra 

Davis in S. CE room  

5:30 pm Healing & Prayer 

Worship by Zoom 

 

26` 27 28 

29 

8:45 am Church School 

for All Ages 

10:00 am Worship  

11:05 am Fellowship  

11:45 am Single Ladies 

Lunch at Clancy’s RSVP 

to Caroline 

30 31 

 

9:30-Noon Acrylic Pen 

class with Sandra Davis in 

S. CE room  

 

7:00 pm Pipers Practice 

    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church 
9180 W. 38th Avenue 
Wheat Ridge CO 80033 
________________ 
 

Phone:  303.422.2354 
Fax: 303.456.0533 
Web: www.wrpres.org 
Email: Jenny@WRPres.org 

_______________________________________________________________ 


